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Identifying and resisting the enemy 
in the run-up to the 2014 elections 


SEARCHLIGHT MAGAZINE in the run-up 
to its 50th anniversary next May 
announces a free one-day conference in 
central London on Saturday 16 November 
2013. The conference will bring together 
antifascist and antiracist activists, trade 
unionists, ethnic and religious communities, 
academics and students to share 
experience and map out an effective 
campaigning future for the many locally- 
based antifascist and antiracist groups active in 
defence of their communities. 

Britain today is faced with growing violent hate crime 
from the English Defence League and its even more 
militant offshoots, the British National Party struggling 
to survive against competition from the UK 
Independence Party and several new far-right groups 
that have emerged in the wake of the BNP's decline. 
Antifascists also need to take a position on UKIP, 
which, though not itself fascist, spreads the poison of 
racism and of anti-working-class and anti-democratic 
politics. 

Several leading trade unionists, activists, faith 
community leaders, academics, student leaders and 
friends in the media have already agreed to speak or 
lead discussion. 

The day will include a report based on inside 
intelligence from Searchlight's own sources and others, 
to give the antifascist movement clear and accurate 
information on the enemy. Gathering and analysing 


such intelligence has been Searchlight's role and 


BNP members demonstrate in Westminster. Next year voters have the chance to oust Nick Griffin (in purple tie) from the European Parliament Photo: Daphne Liddle 


strength for 50 years. 

The aim is to build upon the already 
existing organisations confronting the 
enemy both nationally and at community 
level in a non-sectarian way by together 
creating a national oversight body that 
research organisations such as Searchlight 
and Tell Mama could brief with intelligence 
and its analysis, which in turn could 
give informed guidance to activist 
organisations. We put forward the following initial list 
of principles: 
¢ Support for the movement's longstanding No 

Platform policy 
¢ An end to sectarianism 
¢« A movement prepared to take all necessary steps to 

oppose the enemies of the vast majority of the 

people of our country 
¢ A movement on guard against state infiltration and 
agent provocateurs 

The conference will be held at the Bishopsgate 
Institute Conference Centre, London EC2, Saturday 16 
November 2013, 9am to 4pm. We hope to put on a 
social/benefit evening in London afterwards. 

Please support this initiative by contacting us at 
editors@searchlightmagazine.com or on 020 8550 
1805, or writing to Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford 
IG5 ONG. We are still looking for speakers as well as 
participants in the discussions that will take place 
during the day. 

Please respond early as places are limited. 
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Editorial 


Scaremongering or reality? 


By Gerry Gable 


A DANGEROUS SICKNESS appears to be 
spreading, which has many symptoms but we 
may call it dithering. The Government 
Coalition and Opposition are both suffering: 
for several years they have prevaricated over 
how to deal with the dangers presented by 
Islamist extremists and a diverse and 
increasingly violent far right. Both these sides 
of the same coin reach into the international 
sphere. 

Rightly the Government has sought to 
protect citizens but it has been a very slow 
process when it comes to the far right. While 
the murder of Drummer Lee Rigby in 
Woolwich was a tragedy that could have 
come at any time in today's dangerous world, 
20 years after the murder of 18-year-old 
Stephen Lawrence, we should recall that since 
his death more than 20 other black and Asian 
people have been the victims of racist murders 
in Britain. 

The warnings contained in Searchlight's 
report, Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality, 
published in 2011 were all but ignored until 
late last year, but it is still the case that the 
police pay far more attention to Islamist 
terrorism than to terrorism from the far right. 
Often this is the result of the police 
misunderstanding their own figures. Any 
criminologist will tell you that police recorded 
crime figures bear little relation to reality. But 
the evidence of the growth of systematic anti- 
Muslim attacks since Woolwich has been clear 
enough to all — from the community to the 
police — with mosques, community centres 
and schools damaged or set ablaze. Arrests for 
these attacks are increasing, but so are the 
attacks themselves. We have said before that 
the English Defence League might decline, but 
be replaced by smaller groups, more prepared 
to engage in violence, something that appears 
to be happening. 

Responding to a London Assembly member 
who complained about the arrests of 
antifascist protesters in Whitehall on 1 June, 
when the police broke a woman's leg, the 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, 
Bernard Hogan-Howe, said that the police 
had not acted against the British National 


Party demonstrators because they had been 
well behaved. Not on their track record, and 
with the constant calls for civil war or race war 
from their leader Nick Griffin, who recently 
returned from showing his support for the 
butchers of Hezbollah on his way to 
Damascus to meet the butcher-in-chief Bashar 
al-Assad. 

Who else is dithering? It troubles us to see 
some antifascists trying to work out whether 
to campaign against the UK Independence 
Party. At the very least UKIP are fellow 
travellers of the far right, evidenced by 
statements on immigration that are not very 
different from those of the BNP. We should 
call UKIP what they are: a racist organisation. 

Another matter of concern in the antifascist 
movement is people with little or no track 
record suggesting ways of confronting the 
enemy that sound like more of the same 
antics of the State that have come back to 
bite them on the backside. The police 
specialist unit infiltrators who on paper were 
deployed against what they considered 
potential eco-terrorism, and then penetrated 
the more militant antifascist groups from 
Berlin to Dublin, certainly kicked off the only 
serious violence against the police at a protest 
against a BNP Red White Blue festival. A 
colleague of ours recalled one of the key 
police infiltrators sitting a couple of rows in 
front of him at a meeting of antifascist 
activists about six years ago. 

The antifascist movement is far better and 
stronger than to be led by the nose into 
possible conspiracy charges. When people get 
up in meetings and start suggesting things like 
“training” to fight the fascists, stop and ask 
where they are coming from. Should we really 
be shocked by the state's tactics, which have 
been used since the reign of Queen Elizabeth |? 

On 16 November, as Searchlight nears its 
50th anniversary, we are calling a national 
antifascist conference that will bring together 
a wide spectrum of the kind of people who 
are or should be leading the fight against 
racism and fascism in the run-up to next 
spring's elections that threaten further UKIP 
victories. See you there. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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THE SHAMELESS AND brutal murder of Drummer Lee Rigby in 
Woolwich has inevitably changed debates on the domestic 
security agenda. How could it not? What we have witnessed 
from 22 May has been the interconnected phenomenon of an 
lslamist-inspired murder, followed by a far right backlash. The 
latter has directly fed off the former, and has given organisations 
such as the English Defence League, and to a lesser extent the 
British National Party, some newfound relevance. 

This anti-Muslim attitude, licensing more significant 
manifestations of hatred, emerged as a direct result of the 
murder of Lee Rigby. As Faith 
Matters has documented, 
physical and online attacks on 
British Muslims have risen in 
the wake of the Woolwich 
murder. Within a week, the 
Tell Mama project recorded 
200 new attacks on Muslims, 
including violent attacks on 
mosques. Three of the latter 
were serious attempts to burn 
down Islamic buildings. Fiyaz 
Mughal of Faith Matters has 
stressed: ‘There is an 
underlying Islamophobia in 
our society and the 
horrendous events in 
Woolwich have brought this 
to the fore and inflamed the situation.’ This situation suggests 


Lee Rigby 


that similar, aggressive responses from the far right are likely to 


follow from future Islamist violence too. 


The EDL's Facebook page on 22 May 2013 

Indeed, Fiyaz Mughal's concern regarding the relationship 
between Rigby's murder and far right violence is only 
augmented by a cursory glance over the EDL's Facebook page 
on the night of the attack. Here, a number of postings 
spontaneously promoted a demonstration in Woolwich, which 
itself became a policing concern. 

This flash demonstration was clearly Islamophobic in nature, 
as some of the EDL's Facebook postings underscore. Typifying 
the response, one Facebook thread among many similar ones 
was headed: ‘MESSAGE FROM TOMMY ROBINSON “GET 
TO LONDON NOW" IF POSSIBLE’. As with others, responses 
ran into the thousands. Some of these Facebook messages 
from EDL supporters are worth citing, to give a sense of the 
tenor of the EDL's social media that evening: 

— get as many of the rag-head dogs as yous can lads!! much 
support and best wishes from ulster.. NO SURRENDER!! 


— Kill the curry munching babstards 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


— Get the muslim scums all of them out of the country this is 
GREAT BRITAIN 

— you go lads English till we die muslims out lets make this 
country british once more we've had enough 

— Run riot do what u have to do boys ! Wish | could get down 
already had death treats to my house from about 15 muslims 
earlyier today the scum !! 

— Surely now the government will realise that they need to get 
all the scummy immigrants out of England ! | will defo be 
voting BNP! RIP TO THE SOILDER 

— IF ANYONE CANT GET TO WOOLWICH, PETROL BOMB 
YOUR NEAREST MOSQUE 
Such comments on EDL social media sites speak for 

themselves. They highlight a dangerous far right subculture 

licensing violence released by the Woolwich attack. 

Subsequently, Lee Rigby's family felt the need to urge, ‘We 

would like to emphasise that Lee would not want people to 

use his name as an excuse to carry out attacks against others.’ 


Developing a considered response 

So in the wake of Woolwich, politicians now need to decide how 
to develop the national security agenda for the next few years. 
The political mainstream needs to do so in a way that more 
accurately captures this symbiotic relationship between violent 
Islamists and ultra-patriots. The need for a rethink regarding how 
to manage pre-criminal spaces that promote extremist ideas is a 
point recognised by Theresa May, who at the time of writing has 


The EDL and its splinter groups gained a new lease of life following the 
Woolwich murder 
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signalled an informal review of the Prevent Strategy, and a new 
taskforce to be headed by the Prime Minister. Such steps are 
welcome, but, if they are to be effective, they need to lead 
towards a major rethink on how state organisations and civil 
society work together to stymie the threats from the variety of 
extremists we now see. Such a rethink needs to take threats 
posed by the far right far more seriously. 

Most importantly, any new policy needs to view these 
threats as interconnected, not discrete. Previously, the Prevent 
Strategy's ability to deal with far right issues has been limited. 
Tackling the far right was only ever seen as something to be 
bolted onto policy making defined by tackling Islamist 
violence. Conceivably, the core categories used to define the 
groups that the security services are most concerned with, 
‘AQ-inspired' and (to a lesser extent) ‘XRW', are themselves 
ultimately restrictive, promote a disjointed approach, and need 
to become more nuanced to reflect ongoing interaction 
between these nebulous categories. 

We also need policymakers to have a clearer sense of grades 
of threat posed by bigger and smaller far right groupings. In 
particular, formal policy should clearly recognise the 
importance of larger far right movements, which may well be, 
in and of themselves, largely talk. Yet as we can see with the 
EDL, they also act as breeding grounds for smaller pockets of 
violent extremism which emerge more spontaneously from the 
initiative of a single protagonist or small group of activists 
within their midst. 

Finally, policy makers need to understand that, for the short 
and medium term at least, another Islamist attack is likely to 
provoke a rowdy, and probably violent, set of responses by the 
far right, akin to those we have already witnessed. As can be 
deduced from the comments above, there is a link between 
social media and Islamophobic violence. While the focus is on 
stopping Islamist attacks, the state will fail to sufficiently 
safeguard communities from such a response from the far right. 


Roger Eatwell's ‘cumulative extremism’ 

Even before the social media revolution took hold, in 2006 one 
major expert on the far right, Roger Eatwell, published a 
prescient article that set out the emergent issue of such tit-for- 
tat radicalisation, what he called ‘cumulative extremism’. This 
was a phenomenon Eatwell saw in the mill town riots of 2001, 
and later in the response to the 7/7 attacks too. Since 
publication of this article, such ‘cumulative extremism’ has 
become ever more central to the dynamics of extremist politics 
in contemporary Britain. 

In his paper, Eatwell also identified a range of supplementary 
issues feeding into the dynamic of ‘cumulative extremism’, 
where Islamist and far right activists draw on each other's 
radical agendas. This included the lack of leadership in some 
white-dominant areas, which made them particularly 
vulnerable to radicalisation from far right groups who could 
offer strong leaders figures. But Eatwell also questioned the 
leadership in some Muslim communities too, which he also 
identified as being counter-productive at times. The media was 
another facilitating factor for such ‘cumulative radicalisation’. 
While direct cause and effect from media coverage of minority 
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communities was impossible to demonstrate, Eatwell was clear 
that the populist and local press could both play a 
fundamental role in setting the tone within which ‘cumulative 
extremism’ could occur. 

Moreover, Eatwell rightly recognised the relationship between 
the more moderate, populist, and the more extreme, violent, 
forms of far right radicalism. (The Prevent Strategy as it 
currently stands largely ignores this relationship.) Indeed, Eatwell 
commented on the ways in which ostensibly less aggressive, less 
clearly neo-Nazi, types of far right organisation have emerged 
across Europe in recent years. Operating as political parties and 
movements that are not, in themselves, so openly violent, 
Eatwell clearly stressed that ‘covertly they may encourage 
violence and even their peaceful activities can encourage a 
violent backlash’. In other words, the newer politics of 
Islamophobic, far right populism also licenses, and provokes, 
violent extremisms via the hate-filled cultures it promotes. 

Finally, Eatwell stressed that all extremists were involved in 
stoking up such a culture: the ‘cumulative extremism’ 
framework essentially stresses that it takes two to tango. So 
Eatwell questioned the level to which Muslim responses to 7/7 
were adequate in their condemnation of violence, while also 
highlighting the hysterical reaction of the BNP to the threat of 
Islamist terrorism, to stoke up further issues. In conclusion, 
Eatwell's paper stressed that more needed to be done by 
moderates from all sections of society, in order to distance 
themselves from extremists who claimed to act in their name. 
To tackle ‘cumulative extremism’, a dynamic relationship 
needed to be both identified and challenged by credible 
community leaders locally and nationally. 


Societies breed violent extremists 

Much of Eatwell's commentary is, of course, simply refined 
common sense. Those within Muslim communities obviously 
need to be clear in their condemnation of the type of violence 
that we saw in Woolwich on 22 May. And what has been 
particularly striking is the consistency of such a condemnatory 
response from British Muslims in the past month. Yet similarly, 
comunities that the English Defence League claims to 
represent also need to become equally swift and crisp in 
condemning the actions of far right activists. 

Indeed, despite what we may like to think, communities and 
extremists are inherently linked. In this edition of Searchlight, 
John Denham has talked about the need to tackle extremism 
by developing strong local communities. Similarly, Hazel Blears 
has commented on the way that Prevent was streamlined in 
2011, cutting away much of its wider, community-based 
engagement and integration activities, and instead becoming 
more targeted on clear security threats. While Denham's 
Connecting Communities initiative was cut, nothing much was 
put in its place to help foster stronger communities. This issue 
still needs to be addressed. Moreover, these comments draw 
out an underlying tension between community cohesion issues 
and security concerns within such policy making. 

Of course, there was much to criticise about Labour's 
development of Prevent too. Not least, its heavy focus on 
Islamist terrorism at the expense of the far right — a self-defeating 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


aspect of the policy as it made many Muslim communities feel 
more targeted, while also giving the far right an angle to develop 
their own politics. Nevertheless, such comments underscore the 
tension between policy designed to tackle security threats, and 
policy designed to promote integration. These policy agendas are 
to a degree linked, and need to be dealt with in combination, at 
least to some extent. So this blurred agenda probably ought to 
be tackled via some dedicated spending from the Department of 
Communities and Local Government, to help build more resilient 
communities, not just the Home Office, who have to focus on 
core security threats. 

A new strategy of engagement must tackle the simmering 
resentments over migration too. The far right feeds from 
tensions that emerge from concerns over migration, including 
second and third generation migrants, which is much over- 
hyped. If left to fester, the anti-immigration moral panic will all 
too easily fuel more potent forms of far right extremism. 
Meanwhile, a lack of sustained measures to promote the closer 
integration of Muslim communities into the wider mainstream 
will also only fuel a sense of isolation and separatism that both 
the EDL and Islamist extremists feed on. Of course, Muslim 
communities have an active part to play here too. 


Moving on from Prevent? 

Indeed, it is worth stressing that isolated Muslim communities 
are incredibly useful for far right ‘cumulative radicalisation’. A 
ghettoised Muslim community within a locality offers an easy 
scapegoat, and can all too easily be presented as ‘other’ 
through a lack of familiarity. Good integration policies, 
meanwhile, encourage more cohesive communities, and so a 
society more resilient to violent extremism. Muslim 
communities need to ensure they are open. Though it is quite 
understandable why many are reticent here, given the anti- 
Muslim attitude found more widely in modern Britain. In sum, 
support is needed to bring communities together. 

Whether these issues can be tackled with a mere recasting 
of the Prevent Strategy, or whether we need a bolder policy 
response to promote more interconnected communities, 
perhaps remains to be seen. It would be no bad thing to 
change the name of ‘Prevent’, given its unhelpful association 
with a focus on Islamist issues. Even in its 2011 redraft, the 
emphasis was clearly on Islamist threats, and not on nationalist 
extremism. Far right organisations were seen as a nuisance, 
but for the most part not as a security or terror issue. For 
Muslims on the receiving end of any of the recent attacks on 
mosques, say, this probably does not ring true. 

Moreover, what needs to be recognised is that the small 
minority of violent extremists — both far right and Islamist - are 
the product of the British cultures that surround them. Violent 
extremists are not disconnected from contemporary British 
society, but are direct products of it. Also, violent extremists 
are dependent upon wider ‘communities of support’, which 
are sometimes more direct, and involve real interactions with 
other people and even terrorist networks. But other times, 
these ‘communities of support’ are far more subtle and 
indirect. They occur more nebulously in online spaces, in our 
populist media reporting, and of course within the cultures 


developed by fanatical organisations, as people self-radicalise. 
It is these complex ‘communities of support’, ones that license 
violence, and which certainly include the populist far right, 
which now need to be challenged, robustly. 


Promoting community solutions 

Finally, while government policies can frame how the state 
deals with these issues, it is for communities themselves to 
develop their own resilience. Responsible local leader figures 
need to be empowered and supported with fresh resources. 
This is a real challenge for government in an era of austerity, 
but a solution to resourcing communities needs to be found. 
The clichés that some, white communities are inherently racist 
and intolerant, and other, Muslim communities are secretly 
seething with terrorists, both need to be broken down. Where 
such pockets of intolerance do exist, they must be confronted. 
Meanwhile, authentic, intercultural interactions need to be 
encouraged, augmented and celebrated. This requires effort 
from ‘majority’ and ‘minority’ communities. 

In moments of crisis, sometimes such bonding occurs quite 
spontaneously. One small but inspiring instance here was the 
York Mosque that invited an EDL demonstration in for tea and 
custard cream biscuits. A potentially abrasive protest ended up 
with a game of football. By talking rather than protesting, 
both York's Muslims and EDL supporters soon realised they 
had more in common than they first thought. Both 
unreservedly condemned the Woolwich attack. Moreover, EDL 
supporters found that York's Muslims considered the Taliban to 
be as repellent as they did. As Professor Mohamed El-Gomati 
of the Mosque put it, ‘anybody with any sense will say that 
the Taliban are nutters! | can be quoted on that.’ 

Quite. From this example of cliché being replaced by at least 
some level understanding, we can take the lesson that we all 
have more in common that prejudices would have us believe. 
Though this hardly represents an end to EDL activities, it does 
highlight that its supporters can see the world differently, if 
they learn even a little about the lives and views of real 
Muslims. We need to find more ways for such real 
engagement to replace the clichés of fear found in the 
propaganda developed by the EDL and its leadership. 


Masjid-E-Noor mosque in Gloucester after an arson attack on 18 June in which fuel 
was poured on the door and set alight 
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Communities must build a 
common story and identity 
together - John Denham 


John Denham says the Labour government was seen as not acknowledging the 
changes in people's communities that immigration caused 


In this wide-ranging interview for Searchlight Magazine, 
John Denham MP reflects on his time in office and looks 
to the future with regard to tackling the far right. He was 
interviewed by Paul Jackson. 


You were working in the Home Office in 2001 when 
we saw a number of riots in northern mill towns. 
These disturbances were defined by clashes between 
far right groups and Muslim communities. What 

did you think then about the growing significance 

of this issue? 

What became clear from all the analysis we did, including 
the report by Ted Cantle, was there was a fairly 
contested history about the events. There was no doubt 
that far right activism, certainly in the Bradford case, had 
been the spark to riots. But what was revealed was a 
much more profound problem in the way northern towns 
were developing, with Muslim and white working class 
communities living very separate lives. 

It would be wrong to say the far right went into areas 
that were inherently well integrated, stable, and stirred 
things up. What they were able to exploit, which has 
been my concern since then, was an underlying, very 
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unstable, and tense situation with communities not 
understanding each other at all. 


In the 2000s, we saw the emergence of ‘community 
cohesion’ as a buzz phrase. Do you think positive 
developments emerged from this way of thinking? 
And also were there problems with it? 

It would be ridiculous to say no good came out of it, 
because it did. It forced a reappraisal of what quite a lot 
of public agencies were doing, in a way that was 
necessary. 

The classic example was when local authorities looking 
to regenerate areas would look on their computer and 
find the most deprived area and prioritise that area. Prior 
to this work on community cohesion, those agencies 
would be almost entirely blind to the political dynamic. If 
the poorest area turned out to be a British Pakistani area, 
and was cheek by jowl with a white working class area 
that was only marginally less poor, then if you pour all 
you money into just one area, you are actually creating 
the source for suspicions and jealousies. 

Now what you found — quite a big study was done in 
Oldham — was that if you looked across the piece then 
there was no evidence of one community getting more 
money than others. But if you looked at a micro level, 
people looked at these things and thought that the 
people the other side of the road, whether they were 
white or British Pakistani, were getting it. And so, in a 
number of crucial areas of public policy, community 
cohesion led to a much more sensible and intelligent 
view of how you do these things. 

On the downside, as so often happens when a term 
becomes fashionable and is seen to have public money 
attached, the term community cohesion got hijacked by 
lots of other, easier issues. | went to a conference a few 
years after the Ted Cantle report, where community 
cohesion was being used to deal with tensions between 
older and younger people, between the travelling 
community and the wider community, and a number of 
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other areas where you could not deny there was a 
substantive issue, but you did feel people were taking up 
these issues because actually dealing with the racial and 
cultural tensions between different working class 
communities — one of which was white, one of which 
was typically British Pakistani —- was too difficult. And so 
community cohesion as a concept bled into lots of much 
softer, cuddlier areas which people felt were easier to 
deal with. There wasn't the rigid focus that was needed. 
Crucially, there was a part of the Cantle Report, 
which was about bringing people together to develop 
a shared identity, to find out what people had in 
common, which was hardly acted on at all up and 
down the country. And so people looked at the measures 
that would relieve tension, but not at what it was that 
built a common story. And | think that is still our biggest 
problem. We are quite good at fighting the tensions. 
But we are not so good at having a common British 
story, or acommon story for Bradford or, Southampton, 
or wherever. 


Do you think that providing ‘common stories’ for 
places is something that politicians can do? 

You can create a framework. If you look at the 
development of national identities, and this includes 
progressive identities, they are the work of millions of 
people. It's in arts, it's in culture, it's in music, it's in sport, 
it's a little bit in politics, it's in history, and it's in the 
media. | think politicians can help set the framework, to 
say ‘it would be desirable to do this’. But it’s pretty 
clunky, and ineffective, when politicians say ‘And our 
new national identity is going to be X’. 


Did you find some of David Goodhart’s ideas on 
what a positive British identity is useful? 

| have written some of my own stuff in this area, in a 
book that is coming out next month edited by Kevin 
Hickson and Roy Hattersley on the future of democratic 
socialism. | have got a chapter on progressive patriotism. 
| write from a left of centre perspective about 
progressive national stories. | think we are at a stage 
where we need to welcome attempts to create an 
inclusive story, and say what it would be like. Despite 
the origins of David's book it is an attempt to create an 
inclusive story. And | think we need more and more 
people doing it. | say let a thousand flowers bloom. You 
reject the ones that want to be divisive, racist, sectarian. 
There are some boundaries about the sort of national 
identity you want to build, but beyond that let's not 
prejudge everybody. 


There is much debate now about whether Labour 
‘got it wrong’ on immigration, essentially by 
allowing too much too quickly. Do you think these 
sorts of questions tend to over-simply what are 
actually quite complex issues? 

It would certainly over-simplify it, but there is certainly 
some truth to it. If you look at a city like Southampton, in 
the 2001 census it had a population of about 200,000. 
The best estimate — and these are from multiple sources 
as the official estimates were way off beam — something 
like 30,000 people came in the years between 2001 and 
2006, of whom roughly half were A8 migrants. Roughly 
half had come largely through the work permit route, so 
this is outside the university student population, which 
was also growing. Now it seems to me not unreasonable 
to say that a population of 200,000 people are going to 
find it difficult to absorb 30,000 new people, most of 
whom are of working age, in such a short period of time 
It does mean that that migration in five years was bigger 
than the entire postwar migration. 

So in that case, the pace of change went faster that 
people could cope with. Even with a growing economy. 
It caused all sorts of stresses — some of which were long 
term, some of which were short term — in labour 
markets, in public services, and so on. You had parts of 
the city that went from areas of predominantly family 
housing to multi-occupancy housing in two years. So in 
that sense yes, there was a misjudgement in how quickly 
you could change. 

Now just to say that is about immigration policy | think 
is a mistake. It coincided with a period of, certainly, 
liberal labour markets. So on an economic front, people 
were coming into labour markets where the Agency 
Workers Directive had not been applied, where the 
Posted Workers Directive had not been applied. And it 
coincided with a time of a reduction in the power of 
trade unions and the ability of people to negotiate 
effectively. It coincided with a growth of agency working 
in the local economy. So it was not just immigration. 
Also, most of our money on social housing was going 
towards refurbishment, which was great but it was not 
going into building, and so on. 

The second thing you have got to acknowledge, and in 
some ways | think this is the bigger problem, was that we 
completely failed to talk about what was going on. And 
therefore big changes were happening in people's 
communities, and the Labour government was perceived 
as not even acknowledging that these changes were 
taking place. | remember once getting a taxi to the 
Houses of Parliament, and the driver was telling me 
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about his son who worked in the building trade. | 
happened to ask if his work was affected at all by Polish 
workers. The taxi driver told me, pointing to the House 
of Commons, ‘I didn't think that anybody in that place 
had any idea on what was going on’. Now that was the 
most significant thing. 

| think the biggest failure of Labour was, had we said, 
‘there are a lot of Poles about, a lot more than we 
thought’, half of the resentments we are now dealing 
with would not have built up. 


Do you think there was a fear to talk about it? 

| think it was at different levels. In part, there was a 
view that if you did not think you could solve a problem 
then you should not talk about it. Missing the point 
that, in politics, people often do not expect politicians to 
solve a problem, but they do want them to know what 
is going on. 

Secondly, London is very different from the rest of the 
country. | think that one of the real failures was the 
Westminster centric notion of both politics and the civil 
service. So migration seen through a London perspective 
is enormously different to the rest of the country. 

And thirdly, there was a huge failure of the official 
statistics. So for example, | was sending memos to senior 
ministers when | was chairing the Home Affairs Select 
Committee about the impact on wages locally. They 
were coming back to me saying 


there was a complete failure to understand what was 
actually going on. So ministers who got my memo and 
said ‘is John Denham on to something' were told ‘no 
it's rubbish’. 


What do you make of the rise of UKIP? And how 
should the political mainstream, including Labour, 
respond? 
| think it does vary slightly, because the appeals to 
different parties’ electoral bases are slightly different. 
Not all UKIP voters are the same. There clearly is a hard- 
core that are passionately anti-Europe, and that is their 
major issue. There is clearly a hard-core who are racist, 
bigoted, whatever, and now feel they have a slightly 
more socially acceptable vehicle to vote for than they 
had previously. 

| would be very clear though that the majority of UKIP 
voters | have talked to in my constituency are people | 
would like to think the Labour party should be 
representing. The reality is you are talking about a group 
of people who do not feel they have a voice in the 
political system. So yes, people will talk about 
immigration. But very often in the terms | have just 
talked about it. Too much, too quickly. Not in terms that 
they just do not like foreigners. Often, particularly when 
it comes to the Poles, they are grudgingly respectful 
about how hard they work. 


there is no evidence that wages 
were falling. 

The reason is that many people 
were coming to self-employed 
areas of the economy. You would 
not pick up the fifty per cent fall 
in construction workers’ wages 
that happened in Southampton 
through looking at wages, 
because actually it's self- 
employment, it's not wages. 
Official statistics were only 
monitoring people in waged 
labour. They were only 
monitoring those people who had 
registered as workers. Roughly 
speaking, in 2006 the city council 
estimated, broadly accurately, 
that there were 15,000 A8 
migrants in Southampton. The 
government was saying there 
were less than 2,000, because less 
than 2,000 had registered. So 
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It is dangerous to assume all UKIP voters are right-wing like Nigel Farage 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


They may worry about Europe, they may not. But they 
think they should have a voice on it. That is the issue, 
because otherwise it feeds their idea that they do not 
have a voice. But economically, they are often to the left 
of Owen Jones. They say things like ‘Hang the bankers’, 
‘Starbucks should be kicked out of the country if they do 
not want to pay tax’, and ‘shut down Amazon’. They 
really have a strong sense that there are a group of 
people at the top of our society who are ripping off the 
rest of us, and the problem with politicians is that we 
will not do anything about it. 

Now, take that set of views, and they are quite a 
long way away from Nigel Farage. What Nigel Farage 
taps into is that sense of political under-representation. 
So to me the challenge is to represent that group of 
people. The great danger is to assume that UKIP voters 
are like Nigel Farage, and say ‘you are right wing 
voters’. Because if you label them right wing voters, 
they will take that label, and see themselves as right 
wing. And then you will have a whole generation, albeit 
an older generation of voters, who define themselves on 
the right wing of the political spectrum. It's a 
complicated issue. 

| think the crucial thing for the mainstream political 
parties, and certainly for the Labour Party, is: how do we 
represent that group of people. And you will find, out 
there, a lot of people who have been not just Labour 
voters, but trade unionists, shop stewards, and 
whatever. So that is the challenge for us. 


In government, you were involved in policies such 
as Prevent and Connecting Communities. 

Well | started Connecting Communities. That was 
very much my initiative. 


What lessons can we take from both the Labour 
experiment with this agenda, one blurring 
community politics with a security agenda, and 

the Coalition's approach? 

Very crudely, | think you always have to be clear in your 
mind when you are talking about draining the pool in 
which extremism can take root, and when you are trying 
to tackle hard-core extremists. In Connecting 
Communities, we were not trying to take on the BNP, 
indeed, it was a state funded activity and to do that 
would have been quite illegal. But it was about trying to 
work in communities where the propensity to be open 
to far right extremism was there. And that, we said, 
began by giving people a voice. You have to be 
prepared to listen to some very uncomfortable 
discussions to gain some trust, and then you can start to 


A Searchlight report 


Searchlight's report on far-right terrorist violence has lessons for dealing with Islamist 
political violence says John Denham 


deal with issues. And actually, what you always found 
was the real set of issues that people had to complain 
about were much broader than the narrow issue of race, 
or migration, or whatever. 

| think the problem with Prevent is that it got 
confused, nationally and locally, between whether it was 
trying to drain the pool, which requires engagement 
with people and giving them a voice — including the 
space in which to hear some difficult things you do not 
want to hear — and whether it was trying to deal with 
the hard-core extremists. And certainly | tried to pull 
Prevent back, because it got into a position where it was 
almost trying to define an acceptable Islam from 
outside. Which inevitably meant, on the other side of 
that acceptability, there were loads of people who had 
been told ‘you can't have a voice’. That is dangerous, 
that is not helping, that is making things worse. 

Now, when you come to the hard-core political 
activists, or the hard-core political groups, then | actually 
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take a hard-line security community view of those 
things. And | think the lessons from the report Lone 
Wolves: Myth or Reality? are very similarly applied to 
Islamist political violence, in that there is a set of people 
you have to keep a very close eye on. 


What do you make of organisations such as the 
English Defence League whose supporters are largely 
vocal and angry men, but within them you do find 
pockets of activists who are of greater concern? 

You need to be aware that in the transition from the 
disillusioned BNP supporter, to the EDL activist, to the 
hard-core ideologue there is the danger of people 
emerging who will go that step further. As the attackers 
in Woolwich appear to have done, as Breivik did in 
Norway. And therefore, | think it is right for the police 
and the security services, not to label everyone as a 
potential terrorist, but to understand the dangers of a 
terrorist emerging from within that milieu. 

But equally, what you cannot do is police the EDL out 
of existence. If you have not yourself tackled the 
problem of political engagement and representation in 
those communities, then they will continue to attract 
people in. And then you have the dangers of some 
people going through to extreme violence. 


And finally, want sorts of policies should any 
government develop to tackle this dynamic area in 
the future? 

You have to have that commitment to be constantly 
looking at the dangers of communities who feel 
alienated, disengaged, and without a voice. You then 
need to do the thing that should have happened after 
Bradford and Ted Cantle's report, but didn't. Which is 
the positive, proactive work of getting communities to 
build a common story and identity together. 

Connecting Communities was not really bridge 
building, despite its name. Prevent sometimes did and 
sometimes didn't, and sometimes got trapped in samosa 
and cucumber sandwich parties and superficial stuff. 
The real hard-core thing is bringing young people 
together, of actually saying what do we share in 
common, what do we like in common, how do we make 
our future together? Our government, at local and 
national level, needs to be much more proactive in those 
areas than we ever managed to be. 

And if there are no resources to do that? 

Well it's not hugely expensive. If you look at the cost 
of failing to do so, | think you can argue it is pretty 
much self-funding. It does not cost a lot of money to 
get people into a room. The real cost is in giving people 
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the confidence to have these discussions. As an MP of 
20 years’ standing, | have no difficulty when somebody 
says ‘let's talk about immigration, John, you won't want 
to talk about that’. | can have that conversation. Not 
every front line, housing association officer, or somebody 
in youth work, or somebody like that, is comfortable 
with those discussions. Not every councillor is. So the 
really crucial think is to invest in that whole array of 
front line people, and give them the confidence to do it. 

When | was chairing the Home Affairs Select 
Committee, we did a report on the community 
implications of international terrorism. We found that in 
sixth form colleges there were teachers unwilling to 
have conversations about Iraq and the Middle East take 
place in the classroom, because they felt uncomfortable 
about that debate or where it would lead. And you 
cannot afford that. And so it is a matter of investing in 
the training and support, it's not lots and lots of money 
in lots and lots of things. 

You have to understand that, if you have someone 
who feels alienated or silenced, you have to engage 
them in discussion. Take the white kid from a white 
estate, whose only view of migration is that it has made 
it more difficult for dad to get a job. | am not saying you 
pander to it. We have all had many years of tackling 
racism, and the instinct is to say ‘you cannot say that’ 
and ‘you must not say that’. But if you want to engage 
that kid in the discussion, you have actually got to let 
that come out first. Now that is very, very challenging 
for most people. 


Is it just about giving people the facts though? 

One of the things we found when researching Connecting 
Communities it that the reason you could not just go 
out with the facts first off was, depending on who you 
were, you probably were not trusted. A factsheet from 
the council, or from me, would not work. Why? Because 
| was seen as part of the Labour government who let all 
the Poles in. Of course, | would challenge that simplistic 
history, but that is the way it's seen out there. 

So first you have to build up their trust and the 
confidence. Once you have got trust in the relationship, 
then you can bring facts into it. Secondly, you might 
also find that the councillor, or the MP, is not the most 
trusted person in the community. But there might be 
other people, community leaders, people who run 
residents associations, people in tenants groups, or 
churches, who are trusted, and so if they have the facts 
them being able to inject those facts into the community 
may be much more effective. So what we need is 
actually quite a sophisticated mode of communication. 


‘eople's Asse 
‘no platfo 


By Daphne Liddle 


AROUND 4,000 DELEGATES attended the People’s Assembly in 
Westminster's Central Hall on Saturday 22 June to discuss the 
effects of the Government's draconian austerity programme on 
working people and on the most vulnerable in society 

Many organisations, trade unions, community groups and 
campaigns were represented and Searchlight ran a busy stall, 
distributing copies of the magazine and engaging in debate with 
delegates and other stallholders from all over Britain. 

Many people, on hearing that Searchlight editor Gerry Gable 
was present at the stall, made a beeline to raise issues and seek 
advice on anti-fascist concerns, including Murad Qureshi, a 
Labour member of the London Assembly, who wanted to 
discuss the heavy handed policing of recent anti-fascist 
demonstrations in London. Others were longstanding friends 
and acquaintances who wanted to say hello and exchange 
news. 

The event was so big that many veteran activists found 
themselves meeting and talking with just about every comrade 
they had ever met or worked with in the past. The People’s 
Assembly was the joint initiative of the major trade unions and 
campaigning organisations, including Len McCluskey, general 
secretary of Unite, and veteran Labour elder statesman Tony 
Benn. 

One photographer noted the predominance of grey and 
balding heads in the plenary sessions but that was not the case 
in the debate on combating Islamophobia, where there was a 
good mix of all generations, ranging from veterans of the fight 
against Nazi Germany through to teenagers engaged in local 
campaigns against the influence of the English Defence League 
and the British National Party. 

Labour MP Diane Abbott made a fiery contribution to this 
debate linking economic crises with the rise of racism. “Anti- 
immigrant racism has been the classic way of dividing the 
working class. Don't let people tell you in some kind of phoney 
workerism that we have to listen to these poor working class 
people who are unhappy about immigration. 


Photos Daphne Liddle 


“We certainly have to listen to working people about real 
issues, like the failure to build enough council housing. Nothing 
is gained by conceding to myths about immigration." 

She added that the Tories aren't the only party to attack 
migrants. “People say that the Labour Party in government had 
an open door policy,” she said. “Well that's news to me. 
Actually it brought in some quite draconian polices." 

Mohammed Kozbar, speaking for the British Muslim Initiative, 
welcomed the support from anti-fascists who came out onto the 
streets in defence of the Muslim community against EDL 
attempts to incite attacks on Muslims, especially in the wake of 
the horrific murder of Drummer Lee Rigby in Woolwich. 

And he posed a question to the authorities and the right-wing 
media, who seem to hold all Muslims responsible for that 
outrage: why they did not seem to hold the Christian church 
responsible for the massacre by Anders Breivik in Norway. 

Weyman Bennett, joint leader of Unite Against Fascism, also 
made a rousing speech about the need to challenge racism and 
fascism wherever they appear. 

Gerry Gable told the packed room that the Searchlight 
organisation has been active now for 50 years. “When we 
began we were told by people who had fought the rise of 
Nazism in Germany in the 1920s and 1930s that the fight to 
prevent Nazism ever rising again needed sound intelligence on 
what is happening inside the extreme right. 

“So we founded Searchlight as an intelligence-led organisation 
supplying high quality information on what neo-fascists and 
neo-Nazis are doing in public and behind closed doors for the 
benefit of the anti-fascist movement." 

And he paid tribute to the work of the Searchlight undercover 
reporters, who are rarely able to claim recognition for the vital 
and dangerous work they do. In particular he praised the work 
of Duncan Robertson, recently deceased, who infiltrated the 
BNP and fed vital information to Searchlight over many years. 

Gerry received loud applause when he restated the Searchlight 
policy of “no platform" for racist and fascist organisations. 


Searchlight editor Gerry Gable speaks to a packed audience 
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By Ray Mount and Gerry Gable 


WHILE THE ENGLISH DEFENCE 
LEAGUE has enjoyed a minor post- 
Woolwich revival and the British 
National Party struggles to retain a 
modicum of relevance in the face of 
the advance of the UK Independence 
Party, there has been plenty of activity 
in the murky political area that lies 
generally between the BNP and the 
Conservative Party. 

Both Troy Southgate's New Right 
group and Jeremy “Jez” Bedford- 
Turner's lona London Forum have held 
meetings addressed by domestic 
fascists, racists, antisemites, heathens 
and occultists. Some of the speakers 
slithered in from abroad, including a 
Spanish Nazi close to the long-running 
CEDADE group of violent friends of 
wartime SS exiles and war criminals, 
whose members have been caught 
with bombs, guns and other weapons. 

We are pleased to report that the 
continuing sinister goings-on at the 
edge of the Society of St Pius X (see 
pages 16-17) have been seriously 
disrupted by Searchlight's latest 
exposure. Searchlight has been writing 
since the late 1980s about SSPX, 
which was founded by Archbishop 
Marcel Lefebvre in the 1970s in 
opposition to the changes in the 
Catholic church brought by the 
Second Vatican Council, and more 
particularly about the illegally ordained 
Bishop Richard Williamson, an 
antisemite and Holocaust denier. Over 
the past few weeks we have enjoyed 
great help from traditionalist Catholics 
who objected to Williamson's attempt 
to take over SSPX. 

The Traditional Britain Group held 
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their AGM on 18 May and invited the 
Conservative MP Jacob Rees-Mogg to 
speak at a dinner the evening before. 
Searchlight tried to dissuade him from 
going, and Gerry Gable had a polite 
and serious exchange in which Gerry 
explained who and what the TBG are, 
but it seems he was persuaded at the 
eleventh hour by smooth talking from 
the liar Gregory Lauder-Frost, the 
TBG's vice president. Little good did it 
do them because the word circulating 
among hard-core members was that 
the speech was a let down, as Rees- 
Mogg avoided endorsing their 
extreme views. 

UKIP's electoral success in May gave 
rise to much discussion about how the 
antifascist movement should respond. 
Several people have taken the view 
that UKIP is not a fascist organisation 
but has fascists within it. That position 
is difficult to maintain in the face of 
deception and lies about UKIP’s close 
links with other groups such as some 
rabidly anti-migrant groups in East 
Anglia, and a list of kindred groups 
that appeared in the handbook for 
delegates at UKIP's spring conference. 
That list of “allies” included the TBG, 
the Freedom Association and the 
Bruges Group, which recently gave 
house room to Martin Webster, one of 
the most prominent postwar British 
Nazis. 

Active in Colin Jordan's National 
Socialist Movement in 1962, Webster 
followed John Tyndall in his equally 
Nazi Greater Britain Movement before 
moving on to the National Front 
where he became its national 
organiser from the late 1960s until the 


mid 1980s. After he was ousted from 
the NF in a coup carried out by Nick 
Griffin and his Italian terrorist 
associate Roberto Fiore, Webster tried 
to form his own small outfit Our 
Nation. That failed when Searchlight 
exposed its secret plan to set up a 
headquarters in central London. Today 
Webster is a regular at New Right and 
lona meetings, where he rants about 
Jews, and publishes an electronic 
newsletter in which he frequently 
attacks Griffin. 

Lies by UKIP officers are coming 
home to roost. After the May 
elections when UKIP swept onto many 
councils in East Anglia, the party 
claimed that no UKIP members or 
councillors would ever 
take part in racist anti-immigrant 
demonstrations. If it was meant, it did 
not last long. Speakers at a rally called 
by an anti-immigrant group in 
Wisbech in early May included at least 
a couple of newly elected UKIP 
councillors including Gordon Gillick, 
husband of Victoria Gillick, who 30 
years ago campaigned unsuccessfully 
against doctors prescribing 
contraception to girls aged under 16 
without parental consent. A UKIP 
member, she too spoke at the rally. 

Nakba Day (Day of the Catastrophe) 
is an annual Palestinian 
commemoration of the displacement 
of people at the time of the Israeli 
declaration of independence in 1948. 
This year Bedford-Turner marked the 
occasion by putting on a meeting on 
19 May featuring some of the new 
right’s favourite antisemitic speakers. 
They included Bishop Williamson, 


Lady Michéle Renouf, well known 
visitor to Iran, and her partner in video 
production Peter Rushton. 

The most interesting aspect of the 
meeting was that not a single 
Palestinian attended. Perhaps some 
are undergoing some heartache over 
President Assad's war in Syria, actively 
supported by the clerical fascists of 
Hezbollah, who in June played host to 
Griffin in Lebanon on his way to Syria 
to worship at the feet of the monster 
Assad, as part of a delegation of far- 
right MEPs. It was good to see The 
Times and other papers reminding 
readers of Griffin's long association 
with extreme-right Muslim leaders 
since his “political soldier" days when, 
encouraged by Fiore, he visited 
Colonel Gaddafi's regime in Libya and 
tried to form alliances with Louis 
Farrakhan in the USA and the 
Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran. 

We have covered elsewhere in this 
magazine the efforts of the EDL and 
its splinter groups to resuscitate 
themselves since the murder of 
Drummer Lee Rigby on 22 May. 
Already that evening the EDL and 
their thuggish football hooligan mates 
tried to invade the area and ended up 
violently hurling themselves at the 
police who were trying to maintain 
order. 

Their latest development is to 
organise themselves in various towns 
using the tag “Strong”, for example 
“Harlow Strong". So far they have 
planned or put on aggressive actions 
in Lincoln, Norwich, Plymouth, Harlow 
and Burnley, amid attacks, sometimes 
serious, on mosques, Islamic 
community centres and schools. Like 
the EDL themselves, the “Strong” 
groups are largely organised on social 
networking sites, where calls to their 
troops to action are posted. 

Several of these far-right activists 
have been arrested, charged and put 
on trial, but not all the lower courts 
dealing with them appear to have the 
common sense to take them properly 
out of circulation for a decent period 
of time. 

Last but not least this month we 
come to the lona London Forum 


lona London Forum organiser Jez Bedford-Turner (centre) on the 2011 National Front Remembrance Sunday march 


meeting on 22 June, opened by Simon 
Sheppard, international jailbird and 
the far right's own version of Hannibal 
Lecter, who took as his subject “Cyclic 
games: what goes around comes 
around”. 

Sheppard lays claim to a doctorate 
in mathematics and some expertise in 
psychology. However his loose grip on 
reality and strategy for nationalist 
socialism went down like a lead 
balloon with the members of the 
British Movement's Young Wolves 
section, a group that describes itself as 
based on the Hitler Youth. These 
wannabe street fighters, have 
emerged out of the bunker where the 
BM is run in Heckmondwike, 
Yorkshire, by Stephen Frost, who by 
now is bored to the back teeth from 
playing them hours of recordings of 
the late British Nazi godfather Colin 
Jordan, who used to instruct the BM's 
young cadre group, and getting them 
to watch endless hours of DVDs of 
Hitler ranting and raving. 

It was clear Sheppard was boring 
the lederhosen off the Young Wolves. 
So shortly after returning north they 
looked for some real action and set 
out to take on the “red hordes” in 
Leeds. But they come unstuck and had 
to run away, after which they spent 
their next awayday hiding behind 
older, possibly tougher, NF activists. 

The next speaker was another 
Spanish Nazi, Manuel Galiana, who 
came to tell the audience about the 


evil deeds of the Freemasons and 
Zionists. Nothing new there. 

After these two sleep-inducing 
speakers the audience were given a 
break before the third speaker, the 
“nationalist artist" Mitch Thompson, 
speaking on the decadence of modern 
culture. He was keen for Ku/ture with 
a large K to be burned into the minds 
of nationalists 24 hours a day, or as he 
put it, Ku/ture should be omnipresent 
in all our minds. He went on to praise 
the past Kulture guru of the BNP and 
New Right group Jonathan Bowden — 
to some a genius to most of us a gold- 
plated loony. 

Bring up the rear was Pete Darby. 
Though relatively young, he claimed 
to be a veteran nationalist who had 
been in the business since the tender 
age of 18. Now he was working to 
bring about Britain's economic 
recovery by means of a website he has 
set up through which he will match 
craftsmen and unskilled youths to 
jobs. The website will also allow 
patrons to sell goods, so anyone 
looking for a well kicked-in pair of Dr 
Martens for a tenner now knows 
where to look. 

It was not Bedford-Turner’s most 
exciting event. Since the death of 
Searchlight agent Duncan Robertson, 
they have been turning on each other 
like rats in a sack. To the people who 
keep contacting us to say Jez is a bad 
boy, our response is: we don't want 
him the position is already filled. 
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RECENTLY, SEARCHLIGHT ISSUED a press release revealing 
fears of a neo-Nazi coup within the Society of Saint Pius X 
(SSPX). The Daily Telegraph's Damian Thompson noticed 
the press release and, on 25 May, published details of it in 
his blog. This precipitated an angry response from the 
editor of The Recusant, who Searchlight understands is 
Gregory Taylor, teacher of Latin at London Oratory School. 
The Recusant is an online publication that describes itself as 
the ‘unofficial SSPX newsletter, fighting a guerilla war for 
the soul of Tradition!’ So, what exactly is the SSPX, why did 
the press release cause such annoyance, and how valid are 
Mr Taylor's complaints? 

The SSPX is an ultra-traditionalist Catholic group founded 
by Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre in opposition to the 
liberalising reforms of the Second Vatican Council (1962- 
65), which it views as heretical. It takes its name from Pope 
Pius X (1903-14). Many Catholics venerate Pius X. Others 
hold him responsible for an increase in heresy as a result of 
his condemnation of modernism. The choice of Pius X's 
name for Lefebvre's group was, therefore, a clear message 
of antipathy towards the post-Second Vatican Council 
papacy. 

Understandably, relations between Lefebvre and the 
Roman curia were never very warm. However, when 
Lefebvre ordained four bishops without pontifical approval 
in 1988, thereby contravening Pope Pius XII's encyclical Ad 
Apostolorum Principis, any signs of warmth disappeared. 
Pope John Paul II issued Ecclesia Dei, an apostolic letter in 
which he argued that Lefebvre's action was a ‘schismatic 
act’, which resulted in the automatic excommunication of 
the archbishop and the four bishops he ordained. 

Thereafter, neither the SSPX, Lefebvre nor his bishops 
had any canonical status within the Roman Catholic 
Church. Lefebvre died in 1991, still alienated from Rome. 
When Benedict XVI succeeded John Paul II, the four 
bishops appealed to have their excommunication removed. 
In 2009, Pope Benedict agreed, stating that by doing so he 
was removing an obstacle that could have hindered the 
opening of ‘a door to dialogue’ that might result in the 
SSPX's full communion with the Roman Catholic Church. 
Benedict XVI was clearly seeking Catholic unity, but this 
attempt proved fruitless. 

One reason cited for this unity falling apart was the 
exposure of one of Lefebvre's bishops, Richard Williamson, 
as a Holocaust denier. The SSPX expelled Williamson. 
According to Searchlight sources, Williamson's followers 
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have been plotting to takeover the SSPX, an aim that was 
to be advanced at their weekend conference on 1-2 June 
that was entitled ‘Crisis in the SSPX'. Damian Thompson's 
blog highlighted Searchlight's claim of links between 
Williamson and former supporters of the National Front 
and British National Party, and the fears of some in the 
SSPX that neo-Nazis had infiltrated it, an understandable 
fear considering the SSPX's previous support for Jean-Marie 
Le Pen's Front National in France and provision of 
sanctuary to a Nazi collaborator and war criminal. 

Academics interested in right-wing politics, and the 
taxonomic utility of various descriptions such as ‘extreme’, 
‘fascist’ and neo-Nazi’, will be interested in the response to 
Damian Thompson's blog. On a matter of identification, 
they will note that by writing ‘A Reply to Mr Damian 
Thompson, et al’, the editor of The Recusant explicitly 
identified himself and his publication as the group planning 
the takeover, thereby confirming the accuracy of 
Searchlight’s target. Of arguably more interest, however, 
are Taylor's denials and counter-points, and the language 
used to make them. They raise further questions, and shed 
light on his views. 

Some of the points are of little consequence in academic 
terms. For example, Taylor's claim that Bishop Williamson 
would not be present at the meeting seems irrelevant as 
there was no such claim in the press release. Similarly, the 
claim that advertising the event in The Recusant newsletter 
removes the revelatory aspect of Thompson's blog is a 
matter of semantics, depending on whether the 
newsletter's audience extends beyond those within their 
immediate circle. 

Others points require clarification. The claim made first 
that Bishop Williamson had ‘nothing to do with this event’, 
for instance, may technically be true, but leaves 
unanswered the question of causality. Likewise, the claim 
that the ‘sole purpose’ of the event was religious, as 
implied by the fourth point, depends on the relationship 
between agency and eventuality. The second point made 
by the editor, that ‘respectable’ people had been 
‘shamefully besmirched’, is a matter of interpretation that 
academics like to explore because they are subjective 
adjectives that say as much about their user as their target. 

There are some points, however, that seem very 
revealing. Taylor used the exculpatory trope ‘To the best of 
our knowledge’ to open his point denying the involvement 
of BNP members or ‘disreputable’ persons in the 


Y 


Father Joseph Pfeiffer of Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church in Boston, Kentucky, celebrates a Missa Cantata Tridentine Mass at the ‘Crisis in the SSPX’ conference in Earlsfield 
Library Hall, southwest London, on Sunday 2 June. The Recusant estimated that around 100 people attended the meeting at some stage during the weekend and reported that 
many people had decided that they can no longer support the SSPX under the leadership of Bishop Fellay, ‘with its doctrinal aberrations and bullying, unpastoral bureaucracy’. 
The Recusant added: ‘One practical result of this is that a Resistance Mass Centre is now a permanent fixture in London’ 


conference. Doubtless, he and those in his group took 
action to ensure that no such people were involved, and 
academics would be interested in seeing how traditionalist 
groups such as those served by The Recusant ward against 
extremist entryism seeking a respectable platform. The last 
part of this point was, however, more troubling. Taylor 
made it clear that ‘any such people’ were not welcome 
‘unless they come as ‘practising Catholics, and only 
practicing [sic] Catholics’. Does this mean that practising 
Catholicism absolves the faithful from holding odious and 
dangerous beliefs, including those that associate them with 
the horrors of mass slaughter? Being generous, this could 
simply be carelessness, excusable only by a poor grasp of 
the English language. Nevertheless, Taylor should clarify 
this point. 

In the spirit of St Thomas Aquinas, the patron saint of 
schools, students and academics, it was good to see the 
intention outlined in point seven of the reply to film the 
group's proceedings. This shows a desire for openness and 
clarity, which academics share, and some videos have 
indeed been posted on The Recusant’s website. Therefore, | 
have a number of questions for Mr Taylor. Of those named 


in the press release as having links with the SSPX and 
organisations identified as extreme right wing, which are 
incorrect? Your post ‘the Recusant under attack from the 
devil’, stated that the writer of the press release lied. Can 
you identify specifically what was erroneous and that the 
person ‘lied’, which means making a statement knowing it 
to be false? Are you saying that people who ask these 
questions are the devil, or simply under his/her/its 
influence? Are you willing to contribute to academic studies 
that will allow you to put your point of view? 

Some Catholic newspaper columnists are already 
reporting the activities of the group Taylor is associated 
with. Has any other journalist contacted the school? Is the 
school worried about being associated with this story? Has 
the school taken any steps to clarify Mr. Taylor's position? 

| have tried contacting Mr Taylor via the London Oratory 
School, but have not yet heard from him. It might be a 
good idea if Taylor responds because, following 
Searchlight's exposé, Catholics have been complaining to 
the Papal Nuncio's office about the activities of these 
extremist activists. Therefore, news of their activities will 
probably reach him soon. 
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A bad day for the EDL - 


By Gerry Gable 


THE ENGLISH DEFENCE LEAGUE'S 
attempt to exploit the murder of 
Drummer Lee Rigby in Woolwich 
ended with the group's two 
leaders being handcuffed and 
carted off in a police van. 

Nothing had gone right for 
Tommy Robinson and Kevin 
Carroll. The two Muslim-baiters 
from the USA who were supposed 
to speak at an EDL rally in 
Woolwich on 29 June had been 
banned from entering the UK. 
Home Secretary Theresa May 
decided three days before the 
planned rally that the presence of 
Pam Geller and Robert Spencer 
would be “not conducive to the 
public good”. 

Then Robinson's and Carroll's 
claimed intention to raise money to 
pay for medical treatment for a child 


fighting against neuroblastoma by 
walking from Hyde Park to 
Woolwich was thwarted when the 
charity running her appeal refused 
to accept donations from the EDL 
and returned all the money raised 
so far. 

Finally, the Metropolitan Police 
banned the EDL from marching in 
Woolwich and restricted the two 
men's walk to a route from Hyde 
Park Corner to the Palace of 
Westminster, citing fears that the 
march and planned rally would 
“result in serious public disorder 
and serious disruption to the life of 
the community". 

The ban followed the failure of 
attempts by the police to liaise 
with the EDL to facilitate the 
march and gathering by offering 
them two alternative routes that 


avoided Tower Hamlets, home to 
the East London Mosque, which 
was holding an open day to 
promote interfaith community 
harmony. 

Unsurprisingly Robinson and 
Carroll ignored the order and set 
off on their 17 mile walk to 
Woolwich via Tower Hamlets and 
Newham, then across the Thames 
where they invited supporters to 
join them in the final mile to a 
wreath laying at the scene of 
Drummer Rigby's killing. 

They never got there. As soon as 
they arrived at Aldgate East station 
on the edge of Tower Hamlets the 
two were duly arrested on 
suspicion of obstructing police 
officers, though not before an 
antifascist gave one of them a slap 
and was himself arrested. 


EDL supporters search for a pub in Woolwich that will let them in 


ese 


The EDL's way of showing respect for Drummer Lee Rigby 
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a good one for London 


Roger Firth, Dave 
to Woolwich, Gower standing in for the banned US anti-Islam bloggers 


Meanwhile the EDL wreath-laying pub entrance with the help of the _ directions and tried to pick a fight. 


party fled the scene and resurfaced __ police. The result was that several ended 
in Woolwich, where fewer than 50 Back in Whitehall the police up with sore heads and were led 
supporters had taken shelter in a had caged a group of EDL and away in handcuffs to police vans 
Wetherspoons pub. other far-right thugs whose chanting EDL. Respect for Lee 

Max Poole, a young EDL thug spokesman, Paul Pitt from Essex, Rigby was decidedly lacking. One 
who had led a failed attempt to was being interviewed on video man who claimed he had been 
invade the People's Assembly by The Guardian outside a pub struck in the head and leg rolled 
Against Austerity the previous near the Cenotaph. The group up his allegedly injured leg to 
weekend, was removed from the appears to have refused police reveal a Nazi tattoo. 


EDL supporter: his t-shirt reveals his main interest in life Photos Daphne Liddle. 
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90d-stained hands of José Maria Marin 


With the recent big protests in Brazil's major cities over rising public transport costs, poor 
public services and the high cost of next year's World Cup, Andrew Jennings reveals 
corruption in Brazil's national football association and the bloodstained background of its 


president José Maria Marin. 


Brasilia, December 11, 2012: 
Congressman Romario slips quietly 
into the committee room. A hundred 
pairs of eyes follow the iconic Baixinho 
— ‘Shorty’ as he heads first towards the 
press benches. With both hands he 
clasps one of mine. ‘Andrew Jennings, 
my friend, how are you today?’ 

He's on great form, light on his feet, 
relaxed, smiling, the glint in his eye 
signals that one of football's greatest 
goalscorers intends to net another one 
this morning. As ever, we the 
spectators won't see it coming, he 
doesn't do build-up, Romario just 
does it. Boum! 

‘All the better for seeing you, mate,’ 
| reply. He laughs and walks away, 
weaving around the tables to take his 
seat among the members of the Sport 
and Tourism committee. 

Romario is patient for a few 
minutes. Then the chairman on the 
podium throws him the ball, it's his 
turn to speak. He's not smiling now. 

‘People stop me in the street. They 
say, bring back Teixeira, this new guy 
is worse.’ 

In 16 words, he's turned on the ball 
and, Boum! 


Congressman Romario: ready to BOUM! 
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Marin: What's he done? 

For 23 years Ricardo Teixeira 
embezzled millions of dollars from 
FIFA and the Brazilian national football 
association, the CBF. The BBC 
discovered documents proving his 
corruption, he was finally forced out 
of football nine months ago and the 
fans put away their ‘Fora Teixeira’ 
banners. 

How can the new guy heading the 
CBF, 81-year-old José Maria Marin, 
possibly be worse? Sure he's deep in 
the looting of Brazilian football but 
Marin couldn't match Tricky Ricky's 
decades of thieving. 

It's something off the pitch, 
something vile, something from the 
past, from the era of the military - 
dictatorship. The rage is boiling up in 
Sao Paulo, demonstrators are on the 
streets outside José Maria Marin's 
home, there's anger in the papers, 
he's accused in the State Senate of 
having ‘bloodstained hands.’ What's 
he done? 


Ricardo Texeira: embezzler forced out 


The 1964 coup: tanks on the streets of Rio de Janeiro 


Belo Horizonte, March 31, 1964: In 
the early hours General Luis Carlos 
Guedes orders his tanks to roll. 
Superstitious, he refuses to wait a few 
more days; ‘I never start anything 
serious when we have a crescent 
moon,’ he tells his fellow plotters. 
Buffoons with more braid than brains, 
yes. Never led their troops into real 
battle where they might die, correct. 

But the Generals had guns, aircraft, 
battleships and upright steel chairs 
plugged into the mains supply and 
were restless. It was fourteen years 
since they relinquished their last 20- 
year spell of military rule. They 
watched, horrified, as Leftist 
politicians were elected and free 
workers associations grew in strength. 

Their friends in the CIA and the 
Pentagon didn't approve either. New 
President Jodo Goulart was from a 
wealthy land-owning family but he 
was taxing foreign companies, limiting 
how much profit could be exported 
and planning to redistribute land. 
Education was being expanded, adult 
illiteracy tackled. 


In those days the American Dream 
was a Latin America that bowed the 
knee to Washington. Independent 
foreign policies south of the border 
were not permitted. When President 
Goulart opposed sanctions on Castro's 
Cuba the White House dusted down 
their coup blueprint. Opposition 
groups were bankrolled. 


Human rights extinguished 
An aircraft carrier and destroyers 
carrying guided missiles sailed but 
weren't needed. It took the Generals 
only 72 hours to destroy democracy. 

Brasilia, December 13, 1968: The 
Generals took four years to get round 
to making a law — famously known as 
Institutional Act number 5 — that gave 
whoever happened to be their puppet 
president at the time the power to do 
any damn thing he wanted. The 
Congress was mothballed, most 
political parties banned and human 
rights extinguished. In passing, their 
censors were let loose on the press, 
music, films and theatre. 

The Generals knowing they were 
illegitimate and facing popular hatred 
declared war against opponents. 
There was an even darker war that 
became known as Operation 
Bandeirantes — the OBAN - police 
and military officials secretly funded 
by Brazilian businessmen and 
American corporations, who paid 
bonuses to eradicate trade unionists 
in their factories. 

These units tapped phones, 
kidnapped dissidents, interrogated, 
tortured and murdered political 
prisoners at will. In Sao Paulo their 
Death Squad was notorious. 

In 1970 one of the thousands 


Dilma Rousseff, now President of Brazil, seen here 
when she was tortured and jailed in the early 1970s 


captured was a 22-year-old student, 
Dilma Rousseff, who had joined a 
clandestine urban guerrilla group. 
Over two years the torturers went to 
work on her in Sao Paulo, Rio and Juiz 
de Fora. Interviewed by investigators a 
decade ago Ms Rousseff described 
beatings, being tied up naked and 
given electrical shocks to the most 
sensitive parts of her body, at one 
session her uterus haemorrhaging. 

‘| remember the fear when my skin 
trembled,’ she said in 2001. 
‘Something like that marks us for the 
rest of our lives.’ 

There is an astonishing photograph 
of Ms Rousseff in court being 
sentenced to six years jail. She is 
expressionless, but doesn't cower. Up 
on the bench are two military judges, 
both covering their faces, shamed by 
their service to the dictatorship. 

Sao Paulo, March 15, 1971: As the 
OBAN operatives were wiring up Ms 
Rousseff again to their generators in 
Sao Paulo, José Maria Marin — much 
later the boss of Brazilian football — 
became a member of the State 
Congress. If he had wanted to listen, 
Marin could have heard her screams. 
He would have known of the torturing 
but was comfortable with it. The 
Military made no secret of their 
brutality; they needed a cowed and 
intimidated population. : 

Senhor Marin had joined the ARENA 
party, created to front for the 
dictatorship. He liked them because 
they gave him political power close to 
the community cashbox — and they 
liked him because he was their 
jukebox. Press Marin's button and he 
would deliver a speech in the State 
Congress denouncing communists or 
anybody else the OBAN wanted an 


José Maria Marin: ready mouthpiece of the generals 
and torturers 


excuse to arrest and hurt. 

From time to time Marin would 
encounter Sérgio Fleury in the political 
backrooms or the fashionable 
restaurants of Sado Paulo. Fleury was a 
world-class sadist, an artist in torture. 
The Prince of Pain, he oversaw 
interrogations and operated a network 
of private prisons, farms and houses, 
where political prisoners were hidden 
and tortured for days. Many died — or 
just disappeared. 


Terrifying the children 

His gangsters in civilian clothes would 
smash through a front door at any 
time and if it amused them, begin 
beating the suspect. Sometimes he 
would be pinioned while they warmed 
up on his wife and parents. Children 
would watch, terrified. Guns might be 
fired. Marin thought highly of Fleury. 

Sao Paulo, January 2013: ‘After the 
dictatorship was installed it was a very 
unhealthy proposition to be a 
journalist. | had got out six months 
earlier and was in London, working for 
the BBC Brazilian Service,’ recalls 
Nemércio Nogueira. 

‘With a colleague we lobbied the 
BBC to offer a job to our friend and 
former colleague Vladimir Herzog. In 
1965 they hired Vlado, he brought his 
wife Clarice and they had two boys in 
London, lvo and André.’ 

Maybe Vlado Herzog thought the 
dictatorship would soon wither and 
die. After three years with the BBC 
and training in television production 
he took his family home and was 
appointed editor in chief of TV 
Cultura, a public station, belonging to 
the Sao Paulo State government. He 


Sérgio Fleury: world-class sadist, the Prince of Pain 
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Safe port in a storm: Vlado Herzog at the BBC 

was now within the rangefinder of 
State Congressman José Maria Marin, 
mouthpiece of Sérgio Fleury and the 
Generals. 


Needed a Red Scare 

Divisions had opened in the 
dictatorship. The armed struggle 
launched by a handful of groups had 
been defeated, the guerillas 
eliminated. Some Generals favoured a 
cautious return to democracy. The 
hardliners didn't and to stay in 
business they needed a Red Scare. The 
footsoldiers of torture agreed 
wholeheartedly; a lucrative sideline 
was stealing money, whatever they 
could loot from prisoners. 

They got help from outside. The 
security services of Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay 
launched the notorious Operation 
Condor, synchronised from a CIA base 
in Panama, arresting and assassinating 
Leftists and opponents of dictatorship 
throughout Latin America. 

Vlado was more than a respected 
former BBC reporter and producer. He 
was a philosophy graduate, a 
successful documentary film-maker 
and taught journalism at the Sao 
Paulo University. 


Engraved on his tomb 

Another colleague remembers, ‘Vlado 
had a very straightforward and un- 
adorned style to speak and write, as 
journalists do, and wasn't given to 
bouts of rhetoric. One phrase that he 
used frequently and represents very 
strongly his thought — and is engraved 
on his tomb - was “When we lose the 
ability to become indignant with 
atrocities committed against others, 
we also lose the right to consider 
ourselves civilised human beings”.’ 
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His family knew about fear, the fear 
of atrocities. When he was a boy, 
Jews, they'd fled Croatia ahead of the 
Nazis. 

Ivo Herzog told me, ‘Yes my father 
was a member of the Brazilian 
Communist party. But it wasn't an 
armed group. It was like a club, a 
discussion group.’ 

Denunciations were what Fleury and 
his sadists craved. They began 
arresting suspected communists and 
torturing them for names. 

Sao Paulo, September 1975: 
Claudio Marques was a cheapshot 
rabblerouser writing in a free sheet 
delivered to households in the city. 

‘| knew Claudio in person, as a 
journalist, and to me he was a weasely 
little prick. | felt he was just your 
opportunistic hack, who saw a chance 
to fawn to the government and to the 
powerful, possibly carrying some 
favour, sponsorship for his column and 
TV program, a job, whatever.’ That's 
the recollection of Viado's friend and 
colleague at the BBC, Nemércio 
Nogueira. 

Claudio did all he could to ingratiate 
himself with the Generals. Sérgio 
wanted Reds? Claudio would oblige. 
He began typing his ‘Column One’. 

Look at yesterday's news on TV 
Cultura on Channel 2! An item about 
that Vietnamese Red, Ho Chi Minh! 
Never mind it was supplied by the 
BBC's Visnews, here was the proof the 
TV station had been taken over by the 
Reds! Was the Government going to 
stand by and do nothing? 


Screaming names ... 

This was the first week in September 
1975. Claudio was back two days later 
with another poisonous attack. 

Arrests of suspected communists 
began in the last week of September. 
Strapped into the Dragon's Chair, 
Sérgio Fleury's version of Old Sparky, 
with electrodes clipped to nose and 
penis and doused with buckets of 
water they were screaming names. 

The campaign moved to the State 
Congress. 

Sao Paulo, October 9, 1975: The 
stooge chosen to do the warm-up was 
Congressman Wadih Held, another 


Congressman Wadih Held: denounced journalists for 
‘proselytising communism’ 

creation of the dictatorship. He sat on 
the ARENA benches, was President of 
Corinthians football club and provided 
discrete buildings to Sérgio Fleury's 
torturers for private interrogations. 

Helui had shocking news for fellow 
congressmen. 

Get this: The State government had 
just opened a new sewage system but 
if you watched TV Cultura, you 
wouldn't know. They hadn't sent a 
camera crew. (At this point you might 
laugh. Don't, the ending is dark) 

Puffing himself up in faux rage, 
Congressman Helti continued, ‘Their 
absence did not surprise us because 
we have been reading every week, in 
Claudio Marques’ “Column One", 
denunciations of infiltration by leftist 
elements.’ 

Helu racked up the volume. They 
only showed negative news, nothing 
positive. They were, ‘Proselytising 
communism and subservience, 
becoming, as Claudio Marques says, 
“Sao Paulo's Vietnam Cultura 
Television", maintained by the 
people's money, disserving our 
government and our Motherland. 

Helui sat down. 


Marin launches his 
widow-maker 

Cue the headlining act, ARENA 
Congressman José Maria Marin. 

‘| find it strange that the press has 
for a long time been raising this 
problem, asking the competent 
agencies for measures towards what is 
happening at Channel 2, and nothing 
has happened,’ squeaked Marin. 

‘It's not just a question of what they 
publish but the disquiet not only talked 
about here, not only commented on in 
political circles, but commented about 


in almost all S40 Paulo homes." 

Something had to be done. 

‘| wish to call the attention of the 
Secretary for Culture of Sao Paulo 
State and of the State Governor, that 
they should publicly and definitively 
look into the denunciations being 
raised by the Sao Paulo press and, 
particularly and courageously, by 
journalist Claudio Marques.’ 

‘And it's not only Marques that has 
been observing the negative facts. 
There is nothing positive to be seen, it 
(TV Cultura) shows only miseries, 
presenting problems but no solutions.’ 


‘Action is required’ 

‘| appeal to the State Governor: either 
the journalist is wrong, or the 
journalist is right. What cannot persist 
is this omission, both on the part of 
the Secretary for Culture and of the 
Governor. More than ever action is 
required, in order for tranquillity to 
reign once again not only in this 
House, but especially in the homes of 
Sao Paulo.’ 

Sérgio Fleury and his OBAN thugs 
now had a licence to go to work. José 
Maria Marin had greenlighted them. 
The clock was ticking down on the life 
of Vlado Herzog. 

‘From that time, we lived in the eye 
of the hurricane,’ remembers Vlado's 
friend and colleague, Paulo Markun. 
Eight days later Markun was arrested. ‘I 
was tortured and confessed that | was 
a member of the Communist Party.’ 

On the evening of October 24, 15 
days after the ravings of congressmen 
Wadih Helt and José Maria Marin, 
policemen arrived at TV Cultura 
wanting to take Vlado away. Vlado's 
colleagues argued that he was at that 
moment closing the evening's newscast 
and if they took him away the 
programme couldn't be broadcast. So 
Vlado offered to go to the police 
voluntarily the next morning for 
questioning. 

Was Vlado reckless? Was he naive? 
A colleague and friend told me, ‘My 
interpretation is that, living in a well- 
known address, being a well-known 
journalist, in a well-known, high 
profile job in a State TV station, and 
not being involved in any armed or 


revolutionary activities, he had 
nothing much to fear.’ 

[There are many published stories 
dealing with the horrible events of 
this day. | have tried to edit them 
together.] 

Sao Paulo, October 25, 1975: 
Vladimir Herzog, aged 38, woke up 
earlier than usual that Saturday 
morning. He shaved, showered and 
kissed Clarice, still in bed, goodbye. 

She wanted to get up and make 
breakfast, he said not to worry, he 
would stop at a café and take a coffee 
with milk. 

Hidden in the back of the mind of 
anybody who didn't count themselves 
a supporter of the regime was always 
the fear of ‘disappearing’. It 
happened. Vlado arranged to meet a 
colleague who accompanied him to 
the front door of number 921 Rua 
Tutdia, in the neighbourhood of 
Paradiso, now the 36thth Police 
Precinct. They arrived around 8am. 

Behind high walls guarded by armed 
sentries, was the home of OBAN. 
Vlado entered through the front door 
and told the attendant his full name, 
profession and ID number. 

After that he waited, sitting on one 
of the wooden benches that lined the 
wide hallway leading to a glass and 
steel door. Minutes later he was taken 
in for questioning. 


Heads covered in black hoods 
Inside Vlado was told to remove his 
clothes and change into prison 
overalls. Already in the interrogation 
room were two prisoners, their heads 
covered in black hoods. 

One of them Rodolfo Konder, 
recognised his friend: ‘| pushed the 
edge of the cloth and recognised the 
shoes, Vlado's black loafers.’ 

Vlado denied being a Communist 
Party member. Konder and the other 
prisoner were taken out. Soon they 
heard Vlado's screams as the electric 
shock machine was put to work. 

‘The screaming lasted until late 
morning. The shocks were so violent 
that Vlado howled in pain,’ says 
Konder. ‘A radio was turned up loud 
to drown out the sounds.’ Half an 
hour later, around 11am, Vlado was 


taken to the interview room. 

‘About an hour later, they took me 
to another room where | could 
remove the hood and | saw Vlado. 
The interrogator, a man of about 35, 
slim, muscular, with an anchor tattoo 
on his arm, told me to tell him that it 
was useless to resist,’ recalls Konder. 

‘Vlado was stuck with the hood on 
his head, trembling, haggard, nervous. 
| had to help him write a confession 
saying he had been lured by me to 
enter the PCB and list other party 
members.’ 

At this point, lvo Herzog tells me, 
‘They stopped the electric shocks and 
dictated a note for him to write. He 
obeyed and wrote it and then 
reflected and tore it up. They 
increased the voltage, his screams 
were heard again, and it killed him.’ 

He hesitates and stops. ‘The family 
doesn't like to remember the torture. 
They had no need to kill my father — it 
was unintentional.’ 


Marin put my father's life 

in jeopardy 

Was Sérgio Fleury in the room, | ask. 

‘We don't know,’ says Ivo. ‘But | know 

that Marin was quite prepared to put 

my father's life in jeopardy to 

ingratiate himself with the military.’ 
Late that night Clarice Herzog was 


ae 


The torturers finished their day's work by faking 
Herzog's suicide 
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told the news of her husband's death. 

October 25, 1975, later in the day: 
The torturers hurriedly dressed Vlado 
in his street clothes, looped his trouser 
belt around his neck, strung him up 
from the bars of a cell and 
photographed him, claiming he had 
killed himself. It was unconvincing. 
Vlado's feet were touching the floor 
and his knees bent. 

His body was handed to Jewish 
authorities who would be expected to 
bury the corpse — and the evidence - 
swiftly. The Jewish tradition is that 
suicides cannot be buried in their 
cemetery. But when the Shevra 
Kaddish — Jewish burial committee - 
prepared the body for the funeral, 
rabbi Henry Sobel noticed the marks 
left by torture. He ordered Vlado be 
buried in the centre of their cemetery. 
The suicide story disintegrated. 

Rodolfo Konder had been released 
and was at the funeral. He insisted on 
wearing the clothes he was tortured 
in. ‘I took the dirty clothes with urine, 
faeces and blood. That's how | 
attended the funeral of my friend.’ 

As the news of Vlado's death spread 
_across Sao Paulo media workers took 
to the streets. Armed police glared at 
them. But the tragedy brought home 
to the middle classes what was 
happening in their country. Slowly — 
although it would take another decade 
to return to something resembling 
democracy — the military grip was 
weakened. Rabbi Sobel said later, 
‘Herzog's murder was the catalyst of 
the eventual restoration of democracy.' 

Sao Paulo, October 7, 1976: Two 
days short of a year after his savaging 
of TV Cultura — and by implication 
inciting the murder of Vladimir Herzog 
— José Maria Marin was on his feet 
again in the Sao Paulo Congress. 

Again, congressman Marin was 
complaining. Not about the Reds. This 
time he was upset by the lack of 
public respect for Sérgio Fleury, police 
commissioner for Sao Paulo. A man 
who had recently ambushed and 
gunned down guerrillas brave enough 
to take on the dictatorship. 

This is extracted from the official 
record of Marin's speech. 

‘We who know him closely know he 
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is an exemplary family man, but most 
of all, he fulfils his duties as a policeman 
in the most praiseworthy manner. 

‘We cannot understand why a 
policeman of such calibre, a man who 
has devoted his life entirely to fighting 
crime, a man who has several times put 
at risk not only his own life but also the 
lives of his family members is not 
receiving the admiration he deserves.’ 


‘Sérgio Fleury loves his 
profession’ 

‘Knowing his character as | do, there is 
no doubt that Sérgio Fleury loves his 
profession; that Sérgio Fleury 
dedicates himself to it most tenderly, 
measuring no effort or sacrifice to 
honour not only the Sao Paulo police, 
but above all his title of police 
commissioner. He should be a source 
of pride to the people of our city.’ 

‘Therefore, Mr Speaker, in the 
certainty that we are reflecting the 
thoughts of the Sao Paulo population, 
we wish to tell of our pride that we 
have in the Sao Paulo police, 
commissioner Sérgio Fleury.’ 

Ilhabela, near Séo Paulo, May 1, 
1979: The Generals hadn't bothered to 
tell José Maria Marin that his hero the 
torturer was becoming obsolete. Fleury 
was a liability. He had been useful but 
he knew too much, was now past his 
sell-by date and had to go. Less than 
three years passed and Marin's 
accolade became Fleury's obituary. 

Fleury had ‘an accident’. The official 
story was that he was drunk, ‘fell’ 
from his yacht at the island resort of 
Ilhabela, and drowned. There was no 
autopsy, he was rushed into the 
ground. The battered Left in Brazil 
could savour a tiny irony; Fleury was 
disposed of on May 1, 1979... 
Labour Day. 

St Helier, Jersey, November 17, 
2012: Former friend of the Generals, 
still a friend of José Maria Marin and 
still wanted by Interpol for money 
laundering, Paulo Maluf laughs at the 
court judgement that he's a thief who 
siphoned $10.5 million from a road 
construction contract in Sao Paulo. 

Why should he care? He's 81 now, 
the Government will never get the 
money back in his lifetime and they 


will never find enough evidence to 
claw back the estimated US$1.7 billion 
he stole over the years. 


‘Rape, but do not kill!’ 

Maluf will be remembered for three 
things. Maybe the most corrupt 
politician in Brazil's history; and a 
comment during his failed 1989 
presidential bid that he supported 
capital punishment for rapists who 
murder their victims so, hey, ‘If you 
have sexual urges, that’s okay. Rape, 
but do not kill!’ 

Then there's the stars on the badge 
of the Sao Paulo Military Police. 
There's 18; one of them was added in 
1981 by Maluf honouring their 
support for the ‘revolution’ of 1964. 

The Generals made him Mayor of Sao 
Paulo in 1969 and Maluf began looting 
the public purse. He levered himself into 
the throne of Sado Paulo state governor 
in 1979, made José Maria Marin his 
deputy and handed him the keys to the 
state treasury in 1982. 

The most memorable event of 
Senhor Marin's ten months in the 
Governor's chair was being booed in 
the Legislative Assembly after the 
discovery of suspicious loans from a 
federal bank. He realised he would not 
make his fortune in politics and turned 
to football. Friends appointed him 
president of the Sao Paulo region of 
the national CBF. 

Marin performed well enough to 
impress Ricardo Teixeira who made 
him a CBF vice-president in 2008. 
When my disclosures of Teixeira's 
bribes forced him out of the CBF (and 
FIFA) in March last year, Marin was the 
pliable replacement. He'd proved that 
he shared Teixeira's view of football: if 
it can be stolen, steal it. Marin was 


Murder of Herzog? ‘It's a lie! I'm known for harmony 
and conciliation’ 


caught on television stealing a medal 
at a youth championship. 

Three months later Brazil's splendid 
football reporter Juca Kfouri dug out 
Marin's speech to the Sao Paulo 
Congress in October 1975, fingering 
Vlado Herzog. Juca blamed Marin for 
the journalist's arrest and death. Juca 
also took his readers back to the 
barely-believable speech a year later 
when Marin praised the repulsive 
torturer Sérgio Fleury. 


‘Marin's a mouse, not even 

a rat.’ 

In November last year Marin was 
interviewed on TV. Reporter Fernando 
Rodrigues put the Big Question: 

‘Some people think that some 
speeches that you made, very acid, 
tough, eventually led to the 
imprisonment and then the death of 
journalist Vladimir Herzog?’ 

Marin: Sheer scheming, sheer 
scheming, sheer scheming ... a lie, a 
lie, | had nothing, absolutely nothing 
to do with that. 

Rodrigues: It's really a very big 
coincidence, your speech at the 
Parliament and later his death? 

Marin: Again, | insist, it's all scheming, 
| had nothing to do with it ... | was 
always a man known for conciliation, 
for harmony and for conciliation. 

A Sao Paulo journalist who observed 
Marin's political ‘career’ says. ‘He was 
and is a nonentity. Marin's a mouse, 
not even a rat.’ 

Sao Paulo, Saturday November 11, 
2012: A few hundred demonstrators, 
alerted by articles in the city's 
newspapers, are outside the home of 
José Maria Marin at Rua Padre Joao 
Manoel, 493, in the Jardins district, at 
the corner with Alameda Franca. 


Naming and shaming Marin in Sao Paulo, 
November 2012 


Armed with banners, drums, 
tambourines, microphones and a 
sound truck, the demonstrators sing 
songs composed especially for the 
occasion, one asking, ‘See Marin's 
dirty record, Is he, Is he, a snitch?’ 

Among them is Adriano Diogo, a 
member of the Workers Party now led 
by President Dilma Rousseff. Diogo, 
now aged 63, was also arrested and 
tortured by the OBAN in 1971 and 
jailed for a couple of years. 

Sao Paulo, Tuesday November 27, 
2012: Adriano Diogo is on his feet 
again, but this time in his weekday job. 
He is a Sdo Paulo state congressman, 
as was José Maria Marin 37 years 
earlier when he attacked TV Cultura. 
Congressman Diogo sings from a 
different songsheet. 

‘Ladies and gentlemen, first | want 
to congratulate this new generation of 
young people who make escrachos 
(naming and shaming) on the door of 
the torturers, who had this brilliant 
idea of going to the door of the 
apartment of José Maria Marin.’ 


‘Marin has bloodstained hands' 
‘Senhor José Maria Marin, the snitch 
of the dictatorship, is responsible for 
the imprisonment and death of 
Vladimir Herzog.' said Diogo. ‘He has 
bloodstained hands. He is not fit to be 
the President of the CBF.’ 

Wednesday January 23, 2013: 
Official announcement. ‘The Inter- 
American Commission on Human 
Rights of the Organization of American 
States will investigate the state's 
responsibility for the death of journalist 
Vladimir Herzog in 1975, during the 
military dictatorship (1964-1985).' 

According to the complaint, Brazil 
still has not complied with its 


Congressman Adriano Diogo: ‘Marin not fit to be 
president of CBF’ 


obligation to investigate, prosecute 
and punish those responsible for the 
death of Vladimir Herzog. 

‘The case of Herzog illustrates the 
failure of the judiciary during the 
Brazilian military dictatorship as well as 
democracy’ said Viviana Krsticevic, 
executive director of the Center for 
Justice and International Law, based in 
Washington, who came to Brazil on 
Tuesday to announce the acceptance 
of the complaint. 

‘We want to know who is 
responsible for what happened to my 
father,’ said lvo Herzog. His mother, 
Clarice Herzog, campaigns to name 
the names and to expose the ones still 
on the public payroll, employed by the 
police or security services. ‘| pay taxes 
to support torturers,’ she tells me. 

Will José Maria Marin be invited to 
testify to the Human Rights 
investigators? Tell what he knows 
about the death of Vladimir Herzog? 
Marin once boasted of how well he 
knew the torturer Sérgio Fleury? 
Surely he asked him about the day 
Herzog didn't come home? 

Marin ignored a request to attend the 
meeting of the Congressional Sports 
and Tourism in Brasilia last December, 
leaving an open goal for Romario. 
Maybe he has to be compelled. 

Port Louis, Mauritius, May 30, 
2013: FIFA’s 63rd Congress opens; 
delegates will be expected to endorse 
President Sepp Blatter's ‘reforms’. Will 
they also want to refer Brazil's 
delegate José Maria Marin to their 
new Ethics Committee to determine if 
he is a disgrace to their organisation 
and their game? 


Andrew Jennings is an investigative 
reporter who has worked for World In 
Action and the BBC and a longtime 
friend of Searchlight. Since he went 
freelance he has specialised in corruption 
in the International Olympic Committee 
and FIFA. He was the first person to 
expose the bribery scandal in the |OC 
during Juan Antonio Samaranch's 
presidency and Samaranch's loyalty to 
General Franco's fascist regime in Spain. 
This article and the illustrations that 
accompany it first appeared on his 
website transparencyinsport.org 
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An evening for Searchlight 


A SUCCESSFUL AND ENJOYABLE benefit evening was the 
first of a series of events to mark the 50th year since 
Searchlight's foundation, initially as an antifascist newspaper 
and since 1975 as a magazine. The event was opened by 
Frank Dobson, a long-time friend of Searchlight and a 
Labour MP since 1979. 

He was followed by the internationally acclaimed artist 
Tayo Aluko who thrilled the audience with his latest show 
From Black Africa to the White House, supported by his 
great pianist Michael Conliffe. He presented a history of 
the black journey from freedom in Africa to slavery in 
America to President Obama in the White House, 
related through songs, folk stories and accounts of actual 
events. 


Frank Dobson MP expresses support for Searchlight's 
fight against fascism over 50 years 


Veteran antifascist Monty Goldman, who attended the 
battle of Cable Street as a baby in his grandmother's 
arms, was a welcome guest 
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Alfio Bernabei, Searchlight's Italian correspondent, 
spoke about the importance of Searchlight's work not 
only in Britain but internationally 


After an interval, the audience was entertained by the 
Travelling lrons, with Ulrika Schmidt on guitar and Roberto 
Foth on violin, who sang from their vast repertoire in 
several languages, assisted by Pillar, a Spanish antifascist 
singer and dancer. Finally several guests came forward to 
share experiences and memories about their work in 
cooperation with Searchlight. Spanning a wide age range, 
they came from a variety of community and political 
backgrounds. They included Alfio Bernabei, Searchlight's 
Italian correspondent, for whom the event was a return to 
a venue where he had once directed an antifascist play 
about Britain's dirty deals with fascist Italy. 

The evening ended with the audience joining in singing 
freedom songs with Tayo. 


Eth 


Photos Daphne Liddle 


Sonia and Gerry Gable were deeply moved by the 
presence of so many friends, old and new, who came 
to show their ongoing support for Searchlight 


John Pandit of the Asian Dub Foundation and longtime 
Searchlight supporter 


Searchlight veteran Ray Hill was a welcome speaker at the 
Unite Against Fascism fringe meeting at Unison's annual 
conference in Liverpool. He was in good company, sharing 
the platform with John Au of the Anthony Walker 
Foundation; Paul Brant, deputy mayor of Liverpool; Paul 
Jenkins, the northwest regional organiser of UAF who 
heads the Nick Griffin Must Go campaign going into next 
year's European election; and (behind Ray in the picture) 
John Campbell of Unison's National Executive Council. 
Ray attracted resounding applause from the audience 
when he firmly voiced Searchlight's ongoing defence of the 
No Platform policy. Several leading figures from Liverpool 
council and other organisations expressed support for 
Searchlight in the run-up to our 50th anniversary. 


Ray Hill speaks to trade unic 


Searchli 


The Radicalism and New Media research group at 
Northampton University devoted the opening session of 
their conference on 28 June to the announcement of the 
long-term loan to the university of Searchlight's extensive 
archives on the far right. 

The material includes complete runs of the main 
publications of Britain's postwar fascist parties, pamphlets 
and leaflets, some quite rare, and a full set of Searchlight 
magazine. Searchlight is pleased that the material is now 
being properly catalogued by Daniel Jones, the archivist in 
charge of the collection, which will make it available to 
researchers. 

Doug Rae, a deputy dean in the Social Sciences 
Department, told the conference that the university was 
seriously proud to launch the Searchlight archive today. 
Dan Jones said we want to welcome people into the 


rive launched at 
oton University 


archives and give them as much access as we possibly can. 

Dr Paul Jackson, who heads the Radicalism and New 
Media group, said that a wide range of researchers would 
be able to access these materials. 

Dr Jackson later told the BBC, which reported the launch, 
“In the current climate it is probably a good time to rethink 
the history of ultra-patriotic movements. Since the 
Woolwich attack in May, we have a sharp rise in far-right 
activity. The Searchlight Archive represents a major addition 
to our knowledge on extremist organisations. Analysis of 
this rich resource will allow a much more detailed picture of 
Britain's post-war far-right activism to emerge." 

The conference itself, on the British Far Right in 
Transition, was very well attended. Several thought- 
provoking papers were presented on a range of subjects, 
followed by lively discussion. 


Daniel Jones, archivist, Gerry Gable and Dr Paul Jackson Photos Matt Taylor 
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By Devin Burghart 


ON 19 JUNE, federal prosecutors 
charged a Tea Party Klansman and 
his cohort in a plot so bizarre it 
could have been ripped from the 
pages of a comic book. The two 
upstate New York men were 
arrested for trying to build a mobile 
death ray to kill Muslims. 

Glendon Scott Crawford, 49, of 
Galway, and Eric J. Feight, 54, of 
Hudson, were charged with 
conspiracy to provide material 
support to terrorist use of a weapon 
of mass destruction, which carries a 
maximum prison sentence of 15 
years. 

Crawford, an industrial mechanic 
with General Electric, claimed the 
“Hiroshima on a light switch" 
device could fit in a van, be 
triggered remotely and deliver lethal 
doses of ionising radiation that 
would kill its targets as they slept, 
according to the complaint filed in a 
US District Court. Feight, a 
computer software expert who 
knew Crawford from his time as an 
outside contractor for GE, allegedly 
designed and built the remote 
control for the weapon. 

The plot began in April 2012, 
when Crawford went to an Albany- 
area synagogue and contacted a 
local Jewish organisation “seeking 
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out individuals who might offer 
assistance in helping him with a 
type of technology that could be 
used against people he perceived as 
enemies of Israel” and the United 
States. He called these perceived 
enemies and Muslims “medical 
waste” and “scumbags”. After the 
meetings, authorities were 
contacted and an investigation 
opened. 

In August 2012, Crawford, a self- 


Mechanic Glendon Scott Crawford presented death 
ray scheme to the KKK 


described member of the United 
Northern & Southern Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, travelled to North 
Carolina to meet with “an individual 
who is believed to be a ranking 
member of the Ku Klux Klan". At 
the meeting, Crawford described 


the weapon, “presented his scheme 
to this official of the KKK, and 
solicited funds from the KKK", 
according to the complaint. Several 
weeks later he travelled again to 


Eric Feight: computer software expert who built a 
remote initiation device for the death ray 


North Carolina to meet with and 
solicit two individuals introduced as 
“Southern businessmen of means 
who were associated with the 
KKK". 

In addition to membership in the 
KKK, Crawford was also listed as the 
“coordinator” for a local chapter of 
the Tea Party Patriots called 
Americans Demanding Liberty and 
Freedom (ADLF). The Galway, New 
York group was formed in April 
2009 during the early days of Tea 
Party activity. According to the 
ADLF page on the Tea Party Patriots 
website, the group is “devoted to 
restoring the Constitution as the law 
of the land by electing a 
government that will work for the 
PEOPLE to restore Americas 
freedoms, economic security, and 
soveriegnty [sic]”. 

At the time of his arrest, Crawford 
was also listed as a member of 
FreedomWorks. He joined the Tea 
Party faction's FreedomConnector 
site in July 2010, and had been 
using it to network with other 
groups in the area, such as the 
Saratoga County Constitutionalists 
and the Upstate Conservative 
Coalition. 

At a November meeting at a 
coffee house near Albany, two 
undercover FBI agents met with 
Crawford and Feight to finalise the 
plot. They named their little group, 
“the Guild”. The two conspirators 
even gave themselves codenames, 
Crawford taking “Dmitri” and 
Feight going by “Yoda”. One of the 
FBI agents gave Feight $1,000 for 
materials, who in turn gave the 
money to Crawford. 

Shortly after the Boston Marathon 
bombing on 15 April, Crawford 
ratcheted up his rhetoric. He sent a 
series of text messages to a 


Crawford's upstate New York home 


confidant, railing against President 
Obama and Muslims, “tell it to your 
treasonous bedwetting maggot in 
chief. He started bringing the 
scumbags have wholesale as he got 
in charge. He directed the ins to 
start bringing muzzies here without 
background checks. Your 
background was scrutinized more to 
join the army than any muslim scum 
gets to come here. They don't have 
to follow any laws, and this 
administration has done more to 
enable a government sponsored 
invasion than the press can cover 
up. Be pissed, but get the word out 
that obamas policies caused this. 
You watch, they will downplay the 
muslim angle if they dont cover it 
up. Be pissed. | am too. | been 
warning this was coming. Its here.” 
The scheme intensified after that. 
On 20 May, Feight and Crawford 
allegedly met at a hotel near the 
Capital District in Albany to test the 
range of the remote control. 
Crawford and an undercover agent 


drove around for twenty minutes to 
find that the range of the device 
was roughly 0.4 of a mile. Crawford 
then sent a text message to Feight 
reporting the successful testing of 
the remote initiation device. 

The plan came to an end when 
authorities swept in on 18 June, as 
the two were planning the final 
steps to connect the remote 
initiation device to the X-ray 
system's control panel. 

The New York caper is the latest 
arrest of Tea Party Aryan-types. As 
the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights (IREHR) 
reported last August, a Virginia Tea 
Party activist and self-described 
“100% Aryan" was arrested on 
weapons charges. The investigation 
revealed a trail of racism and alleged 
threats against President Obama. 


Devin Burghart is vice president of 
the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights - 
irehr.org. 
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News and analysis 


ITALY 


Fascists exploit cathedral 
appeal in bid to gain legitimacy 


By Alfio Bernabei 


ITALY'S NEO-NAZI Hammerskins have 
been allowed to put their stamp on 
one of the oldest and most 
distinguished Christian buildings in the 
world, Milan cathedral: a racist 
message literally over the horizon. 
Known as “lupi" (wolves) and 
operating from their base in Milan with 
seats in four other towns in Northern 
Italy, the Hammerskins, whose donation 
for the maintenance of the building has 
been accepted by the Church 
authorities, call themselves Lealta 
Azione (Loyalty Action). Italian 
Hammerskins emerged in the 1980s as 
a chapter of the Ku Klux Klan absorbing 
the doctrine of the white supremacist 
movement mixed with European Nazi- 
fascist ideology. For such a group to be 
able to claim a place of honour as 
benefactors in a landmark building 
visited by hundreds of thousands of 


tourists every year that is also the seat 
of one of the key archdioceses in 
Christendom, second in importance to 
the Vatican, is a major publicity coup. 

The “Duomo", as the cathedral is 
called locally, is the fifth largest 
cathedral in the world and the largest 
in the Italian state territory outside the 
Vatican. Work on the Gothic structure 
began in 1386 and took nearly six 
centuries to complete. For the 
Hammerskins of Lealta Azione it was 
an easy task to find their way to the 
top. They responded to an appeal for 
donations towards the cathedral's 
maintenance under the slogan “Adopt 
a spire”. There are 135 of them. Their 
money was used to restore the one 
named after Saint Vittore, to be 
precise. Nothing was done underhand; 
the Hammerskins made sure that their 
symbol, a sword, was duly 


Neo-fascists demonstrate in Milan to commemorate Sergio Ramelli 
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acknowledged by the religious 
authorities who sent to a certificate 

of thanks. Clearly, the donation cannot 
be separated from the racist and Nazi- 
fascist message of the donors; it can 
be seen as a form of legitimisation of 
their beliefs. 

The branch of the archdiocese in 
charge of the cathedral's maintenance, 
the Holy Fabbrica del Duomo, has no 
excuses because Lealta Azione make no 
mystery about who they are or what 
they believe in. They pay homage, for 
instance, to Corneliu Codreanu, the 
founder of the Iron Guard in Romania 
and one of the figures much admired 
by the Italian Nazi-fascist philosopher 
Julius Evola. They take a similar interest 
in Léon Degrelle, the Belgian war 
criminal who joined the Waffen-SS and 
received the Ritterkreutz (Knight's 
Cross) from Adolf Hitler. 

The leader of Liberta Azione is 
Stefano del Miglio who in 2007 was 
sentenced for his involvement in an 
attack three years earlier during which 
six left-wing youths were beaten up 


Lealta Azione's sword and wolf logo 


Milan cathedral with its 135 spires 


and two seriously wounded with 
knives. Miglio is said to have important 
political connections in Milan through a 
relative of a former Defence Minister in 
Silvio Berlusconi's government. In 2010 
Miglio organised a conference in Milan 
devoted to Degrelle whom he 
described as “The author of Militia ... 
(original title Les ames qui brilent) a 
text of tremendous actuality ... that 
offers a moral compass to the current 
generation ... it tells how the youths of 
today should lead their lives ... we 
present Degrelle as a guide”. 

On the donation by the Nazi-fascists 
the religious authorities have had little 
to say, except that it didn't amount to 
much money and that it was done 
following the normal procedure, “the 
same for everybody". Lealta Azione 
promptly congratulated themselves on 
their exploit by describing it as 
“another step out of the woods ... 

"no doubt a reference to the “wolves” 
label of which they are obviously 
proud. Their logo shows a wolf with a 
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sword. They celebrated in style by 


holding a commemoration in Section 
10 of Milan's main cemetery where 
Nazi-fascists of the RSI, Mussolini's 
Salo Republic under Hitler, are buried. 

Members and sympathizers of Lealta 
Azione were also present at a Nazi- 
fascist rally three months ago that was 
held to commemorate Sergio Ramelli, a 
neofascist youth killed in 1975 by left- 
wing militants of Avanguardia Operaia. 
The milanesi are used to seeing 
demonstrations by various neo-fascist 
groups, such as Forza Nuova and 
CasaPound, but this rally caused quite 
a shock because it was held in military 
style in full public view with orders of 
“attention!” and “at ease!" shouted 
through megaphones to hundreds of 
participants, with drums, flares, fascist 
flags and the Nazi salute. 

One of those giving the orders was 
Massimo Turci who said: “We have the 
capacity to resist, because since 1946 up 
to today we are here and we are many, 
and we are here to stay, for ever”. As 


well as being close to Lealta Azione, 
Turci was until recently a leading 
representative in the Milan provincial 
administration of Popolo della Liberta, 
Berlusconi's party. He was also the 
president of the Local Anti-Mafia 
Commission. He provides an excellent 
example of the kind of people who rose 
in the shadow of Berlusconi and exposes 
the disturbing reality in the nature of the 
current government following last 
February's general election. 

Though Berlusconi himself is not 
among the ministers, his party coalition 
with the Northern League that ran the 
country in three governments since 
1994 has returned for the fourth time, 
sharing power in the form of a 
partnership with Partito Democratico 
(PD), the party of the Left. The last 
thing many in Italy wanted to see was 
the PD humiliated into giving 
legitimacy to a large number of neo- 
fascists who have been so much at 
home in the company of the convicted 
television tycoon and his cronies. 
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News and analysis 


RUSSIA 


By Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre 


RUSSIAN ULTRA-RIGHT ACTIVISTS 
found several excuses for marching in 
spring. May Day has traditionally 
been an important date for them, and 
this year extreme-right organisations 
held two marches in Moscow. 

The first was a procession of about 
500 people starting at the 
Oktyabrskoe Polye Metro station. 
The second, which was in Lublino and 
called the “Russian Spring", was 
organised by a coalition of right-wing 
activists led by “Great Russia” and 
the so-called Minin-Pozharsky 
people's militia. That march attracted 
only about 150 people. Although 
more of these ultra-right May Day 
marches have begun popping up 
across the country, nationalists failed 
to increase the number of activists 
involved outside the capital cities. 

Nationalists also participated in 
general opposition marches on 5 
May, organised by the Opposition 
Expert Council (ESO), and 6 May, 
organised by the Opposition 
Coordination Council (KSO). The first, 
called the Spring Freedom March, 
gathered around 500 people about 
half of whom were nationalists. Of 
those, the vast majority were 
national-Stalinists from the group 
leading the initiative for the 
referendum “For Responsible Power” 
(formerly Army of the People's Will). 
Nationalists were much less 
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noticeable at the For Freedom march 
the next day. 

In April, ultra-right activists took 
part in the “Russian Day of Wrath” 
on 13 April and “Say YES to Visas" 
on 14 April. The reason for the first 
protest was the death on 28 March of 
Aleksandr Terekhov, an FC Rostov fan 
killed in a brawl with people from the 
Caucasus. Rallies were held in several 
cities, but none of them drew notable 
crowds outside Moscow, where about 
200 attended. 

As for “Say YES to Visas”, about 
500 people attended in Moscow, and 
pickets were held in Novosibirsk, 
Rostov-on-Don, St Petersburg and 
other cities and towns on the same 
issue. The actions were organised by 
the National Democratic Party, the 
“Russians” association, “Common 
Cause”, Human Rights Centre ROD 
and the Russian All-National Union. 
Media coverage was extensive, 
including on federal television 
stations. For example, Valery Solovey, 
leader of the nationalist party New 
Force, was featured in programs on 
Channel 1, TVC and NTV. 

Ultra-rightists did not mark 20 
April, Hitler's birthday, with marches 
but, as usual, a number of neo-Nazi 
incidents took place. This year the 
Sova Centre recorded banners 
featuring portraits of Hitler at football 
matches, as well as a video portraying 


arching, violence and 


an attack against a street sweeper 
(who in metropolitan Russia are often 
immigrants). In St Petersburg, three 
young men described as “looking like 
skinheads” attacked two men of 
“non-Slavic appearance”. 

Racists and neo-Nazis continue to 
kill and injure people in Russia. In the 
first five months of 2013 four people 
have been killed in hate crimes, the 
latest, Vladislav Tornovoy, brutally 
murdered in the Volgograd region on 
the night of 9-10 May because of his 
sexual orientation. At least 71 people 
were injured across 17 regions of 
Russia, including eight in May and 15 
in April. Most victims come from 
groups traditionally targeted by 
Russia's ultra-right: natives of Central 
Asia and the Caucasus, members of 
informal and leftist youth groups, 
religious groups and LGBT people. 

The Sova Centre recorded at least 
two acts of vandalism in May that 
could be seen as motivated by hatred 
or neo-Nazi ideology. A memorial 
cross in Birobidzhan, in the Jewish 
Autonomous region, was targeted, as 
was a monument to military pilots in 
the Leningrad region. Since the 
beginning of 2013, we have 
registered at least 21 such acts of 
vandalism in 16 regions of the 
country. 

Three trials resulted in six 
individuals being sentenced for hate- 


motivated racist violence in May. 
They included three Ulyanovsk Nazi 
skinheads, members of the group 
Simbirsk White Power, who were 
convicted of a series of racist attacks, 
while Daria Botvinskaya was found 
guilty of an attack on Dagestanis on a 
Moscow region commuter train. Her 
five-year prison sentence will be 
deferred until her two-month-old son 
turns 14. In April three people were 
convicted for racist hate crimes. 

A notable success in May was the 
detention in Serbia of the former 
Russian Image leader Ilya Goryachev 
and the detention in Ukraine of 
Mikhail Volkov, a former member of 
the skinhead group OB-88. The 
federal Investigative Committee 


states that the two nationalists were 
put on an international wanted list 
related to a case against the Militant 
Organisation of Russian Nationalists 
(BORN) and are suspected of 
involvement in a number of high- 
profile murders in Russia including 
those of the Moscow City Court 
judge Eduard Chuvashov and the 
human rights lawyer Stanislav 
Markelov. 

May 2013 saw only one sentence 
for xenophobic vandalism, imposed in 
the Orel region, bringing the number 
of such convictions since January to 
three — in Moscow and the Orel and 
Chelyabinsk regions. 

Six individuals were convicted of 
xenophobic propaganda in May and 


Ultra-rightists promote national socialism on Moscow May Day march 


four in April. Since the beginning of 
the year, 34 people have been 
convicted for xenophobic propaganda 
in 25 regions of Russia. 

Several new items have been added 
to the Federal List of Extremist 
Materials. Among them are: Islamist 
articles, pamphlets, videos and 
magazines, including issues of the 
Hizb ut-Tahrir magazine a/-Vay, 
xenophobic and racist videos and 
audio, far-right leaflets and calls to 
violence, antisemitic books and 
audio, postings to social networks, 

a Handbook of the Russian Person 
by the radical neo-pagan Aleksei 
Ivanov, and the book Adiveda by 
the neo-pagan “magus” Yuri 
Gomonov. 
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SIXTY EIGHT YEARS after the end of 
World War Two and the defeat of 
Fascism and Nazism we are witnessing 
almost everywhere in Europe the rise 
of extreme right. But, and this is an 
even more distressing phenomenon, 
we see the emergence and growth to 
the right of this extreme right, plainly 
neo-Nazi forces which, in some cases 
(Greece, Hungary ...) are putting down 
roots in society building popular, 
radical, racist, ultra-violent, and 
pogromist mass movements. Their 
declared objective is to destroy all 
working class trade-union, political and 
cultural organizations, to crush any 
citizens’ resistance, to deny the right to 
difference and to exterminate -even 
physically- those who are “different” 
and those who are most vulnerable. 

Like in the 20s and 30s, the ultimate 
cause of this extreme right and neo- 
fascist threat is the deep economic, 
social, political and even moral and 
ecological crisis of capitalism which, 
giving the debt crisis as a pretext, is 
leading to an unprecedented attack on 
the standard of living, the freedoms 
and rights of workers, of all those from 
below! By exploiting the fears of the 
well to do of the risks of a social 
explosion, the radicalization of middle 
classes destroyed by the crisis and 
sweeping austerity measures as well as 
the despair of marginalized and 
impoverished unemployed people, 
extreme right and most of all neo-Nazi 
and neo-fascist forces are growing 
everywhere in Europe. They are 
gaining mass influence in the poorer 
layers of society turning this influence 
systematically against traditional and 
newer scapegoats (immigrants, 
Muslims, Jews, LGBT, disabled people 
...) as Well as against left wing 
organizations and trade unions. 

The influence and radicalism of this 
extreme right is not the same 
throughout Europe. However, the 
general implementation of sweeping 
austerity measures is already making 
the rise of the extreme right an almost 
general phenomenon. The conclusion 
is clear: The fact that the impetuous 
rise of the extreme right and the 
emergence of an ultra-violent mass 
neo-fascism are no longer an 
exception to the European rule now 
impels the antifascists of this 
continent to confront this problem in 
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its real dimensions, that is as a 
problem of European dimensions! 

However, saying all that is not 
enough if we do not add that the fight 
against extreme right and neo-Nazism 
is extremely urgent. |n fact, the neo- 
fascist threat in many European 
countries is already so direct and 
immediate it has transformed the 
antifascist struggle into the first priority, 
a battle of life and death, in which the 
left and the workers’ organizations, 
freedom and democratic rights, 
solidarity and tolerance and the right to 
difference are all at stake. Saying that 
we are engaged in a race against racist 
barbarism and neo-fascism 
corresponds to a reality verified every 
day in the streets of our European 
cities... 


Considering the depth of the crisis 
and the enormity of the social damage 
it produces, the intensity of political 
polarization, the determination and 
aggressiveness of dominant classes, the 
historic importance of what is at stake 
in the current confrontation and the 
extent of the rise of the extreme right 
it is clear that the antifascist struggle 
constitutes a strategic choice requiring 
an organizational plan and a long term 
political and militant investment. 
Therefore, antifascist struggle has to be 
closely linked to everyday struggle 
against the austerity measures and the 
system which generate them. 

In order to be efficient and meet the 
expectations of the population, 
antifascist struggle has to be unitary, 
democratic and be conducted by the 


anifesto 


popular masses themselves. To this 
end, citizens have to organize their 
antifascist struggle and their self- 
defense themselves. At the same time, 
and in order to be effective, this 
struggle must be global, confronting 
the extreme right and neofascism 
everywhere, the poison of racism and 
xenophobia, chauvinism and militarism, 
of the cult of blind violence and the 
denial of gas chambers and Auschwitz 
itself. In short, in order to be effective 
in the long run, the antifascist fight 
has to propose in actions an 
alternative vision of society, 
diametrically opposite to the one 
proposed by the extreme right. That is 
a society founded on solidarity, 
tolerance and fraternity, rejection of 
machismo, rejection of women’s 
oppression and respect for the right to 
difference, internationalism and 
scrupulous protection of Nature, 
defense of democratic and humanistic 
values. 

This European antifascist movement 
has to be the heir of the great 
antifascist traditions of our continent! 
To that end it should lay the 
foundations of a social movement with 
stable structures and everyday 
activities, penetrating the whole 
society, organizing antifascist citizens in 
networks according to their profession, 
residence and sensibility, carrying out 
the fight in all fields of human activities 
and assuming completely the task of 
the -even physical- protection of the 
most vulnerable citizens, the 
immigrants, the Roma, the national, 
black and ethnic minorities, the 
Muslims, the Jews and LGBT people, of 
all those who are systematically victims 
of State racism and the fascist mob. 

It is therefore because the need for 
antifascist mobilization on a European 
scale is becoming day after day more 
pressing that we who sign this 
manifesto, are calling for the 
establishment of a mass unitary, 
democratic European Antifascist 
Movement, able to confront and 
defeat the brown plague which is 
raising its head on our continent. 

This time, history must not be 
repeated! NO PASARAN! 


This statement was agreed by Greek 
activists and European allies in London 
on 23 June 2073 
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what is going on in the BNP and the rest of 
the extreme right you should subscribe to 
Searchlight. 
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Feance burns 


*A huge increase in the cost of posting Searchlight abroad has forced us to 
increase non-UK subscription rates, for which blame the government-owned 
Royal Mail, but we are still good value. 


orem PENSE (5, 


g Séarchlight me 


vo 
—_ 
=—. 


Subscribe to Searchlight aise = - 

7: AAR 
£24 UK individuals £18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations \s Y e he 
£57 Europe individuals £69 Non Europe individuals £75 All non-UK organisations | ot & in Memoriam 
Please start my subscription with the next issue “A Paani 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 1964-2013 

Searchlight 
Name == intelligence 

Officer 
Address 
Postcode 

Amount £ 
Or pay by standing order 
Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 


Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, ) 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) | 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 


Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY had announced a 
major demonstration in central London on Saturday 

1 June after being refused permission to march 
provocatively from the site of the murder of Drummer 
Lee Rigby in Woolwich to a nearby Islamic centre. In 
the event fewer than 150 fascists turned up, greatly 
outnumbered by antifascists protesting against the 
BNP's attempts to exploit the killing to stir up 
community tensions and hate. 

The BNP had already been let down by the English 
Defence League who refused the party's appeal for a 
joint demonstration. Nick Griffin's gang did however 
attract support from the paramilitary Ulster loyalist 
UVF. 

The police, who had placed restrictions on both the 
fascists and their opponents, cordoned off both sides, 
then tried to make an opening in the antifascist ranks 
to let the BNP to march through. A cry of No Pasaran 
went up and the antifascists were joined by a large 
group of people protesting against the badger cull, 
who had decided that while they wanted to save the 
lives of badgers they did not have same feeling 
towards the BNP. Some had come prepared with 
images depicting Griffin as Hitler. Young women 
dressed in black and white were seen chasing some of 
the BNP supporters down Whitehall, chanting “Smash 
the cull! Smash the BNP!" 

Faced with antifascists standing their ground, the 
police began making large-scale arrests. Although the 
antifascists were peaceful, 58 of them were dragged 
away and loaded onto buses that the police had 
standing by to drive them to detention. In their over 
enthusiasm officers managed to knock down a 
woman protester and break her leg in two places. But 
despite that and the arrests, it was an antifascist 
victory. 
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